
Some notes on the family of Herbert J. Stebbeings and Sarah Stebbeings (nee Ralph) 

See also All Saints History Collection : Individual : Herbert J Stebbeings [P035] 
and All Saints History Collection : Individual : Sarah Stebbeings (nee Ralph) [P036] 
The content of these pages is copied here, but not the links to the memorial objects. 

Herbert J Stebbeings (1861-1941) was born on 16th July 1861 at Deloraine, son of James Stebbings, a 
farmer, and Sarah Anne, formerly Dixon, who both arrived in Tasmania from England in July 1857. 
Herbert was given a local education and worked for many years on his father's holding at Westbury. 
On 27th April 1885 he married Sarah Ralph, daughter of Thomas Farmer Vilder Ralph and Caroline, 
formerly Stuart. The family moved to Launceston and lived a few years in White Street. About 1900 
Herbert was appointed sexton at the Cypress Street Burial Ground, and when it was closed in 1905, 
he became caretaker at Carr Villa Cemetery and moved to a cottage provided there. On the day of the 
opening, the first funeral there took place, for which he dug the grave, and from that day until he 
retired on 30th April 1936, he saw the interment of 10,303 persons. He also supervised the planting of 
many shrubs, gardens and lawns about the cemetery. For many years, every Sunday, Herbert and 
Sarah made the long journey on foot from Carr Villa to St. John's Church to attend service. Their 
children were involved in the activities at St. John's and several of them married there. Herbert died on 
19th April 1941 aged 79 and in his memory stained- glass window depicting 'The Good Shepherd' was 
placed in the south ambulatory next to his wife’s memorial. A credence table was also given in 
memory of Herbert. The inscriptions read: 
Window – The Good Shepherd 
TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY OF 
HERBERT JAMES STEBBINGS 1861 – 1941 
Credence Table 
"IN MEMORY OF HERBERT JAMES STEBBINGS 1861 – 1941 

Sarah Stebbeings (nee Ralph) (1862 - 1954), grew up in Westbury before marrying Herbert James 
Stebbeings in 1885 and moving to Launceston. Her husband was sexton at the Cypress Street Burial 
Ground in Launceston, and later, caretaker at Carr Villa Cemetery. 
Sarah was born on 27th June 1862 to Thomas Farmer Vilder Ralph and Caroline, formerly Stuart. Sarah 
married Herbert Stebbings in 1885, and bore several children who later settled in Launceston. 
Further information about her life can be found in the linked biography of her husband, Herbert 
Stebbeings. 
Sarah lived for thirteen years after her husband died and she died on 12th January 1954 aged 91. In her 
memory a stained-glass window portraying 'St. Luke' was erected in the south ambulatory at St. 
John's, inscribed: 
TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY OF 
SARAH STEBBINGS 1862 -1954 
THE GIFT OF HER CHILDREN 

The following materials were kindly provided in 2026 by Margaret Dakin, granddaughter of Herbert and 
Sarah Stebbeings. 

 

 

 

https://resources.allsaints.network/histcoll/index.php/Detail/entities/P035
https://resources.allsaints.network/histcoll/index.php/Detail/entities/P036


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carr Villa caretaker’s 
house - home of 
Herbert and Sarah 
Stebbeings from 1905 
(date uncertain) to 1936 

Family of Herbert and Sarah 
Stebbeings – circa 1910 

from top:  

Ralph Stebbeings (born 5 Feb  1904 at 33 

Cypress St. Launceston) 

Caroline (Frances), Mavis Cotton 

Grandma (Sarah) Stebbeings, 
Edith Jacobson, Grandpa 

(Herbert) Stebbeings 

Maria “Myra” Christmas, Herbert 
Stebbeings, Sarah Gilbert 

 



 

 

 

 

Ralph Stebbeings  – circa 1910 Recollections about some deaths in the Stebbeings  family. 

Marriage certificate – 1st Sept. 1915 

Herbert Thomas Stebbeings b. 2 March 
1893, son of Herbert and Sarah 
Stebbeings, married Ida Emily Chugg, 
daughter of William May Chugg and 
Louisa Caroline Chugg (nee Frost) b. 14 
June 1895. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

War Casualty 
Herbert William 

Stebbeings, son of Herbert 
Thomas Stebbeings and 
grandson of Herbert and 

Sarah, died 25th March 
1944 on active service in 

New Guinea. 

A tragic death in the family – 
Lindsay Franklin Stebbings 
(17), son of Herbert Thomas 
Stebbeings and Ida (nee 
Chugg), died in a motorcycle 
accident, 8th September 1944. 

This house was a 
residence of one of the 

Stebbeings families. It was 
moved, perhaps in the 

1950s,  to the adjoining 
site, No. 3 Opossum Rd, 

and seems to be still there 
in 2026. At the time, the 

Hobart Rd. site was being 
cleared to build a service 

station which was 
demolished to allow 

McDonalds to open their 
first Launceston store in 

the early 1990s. 

Headstone in the cemetery at 
Westbury,  for the grave of James 

and Sarah Stebbeings, parents 
of Herbert J. Stebbeings.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner article: 
Retirement of 
Herbert Stebbeings 
– 30th April 1936 

Funeral notice: 
Lindsay Franklin Stebbeings 

Died 8th Sept. 1946 
See above for details  

of his accidental death 

Obituary: 
William Jacobson – husband of 

Edith (nee Stebbeings) 
Died 16th August 1949 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1935, Herbert and Sarah celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. 
 This card may well for an exhibition, but no details are available to confirm this. 

Herbert and  
Sarah Stebbeings 

 at the family home,  
420 Hobart Rd, 

Youngtown,  
circa 1938 

1885 wedding certificate for Herbert James Stebbeings and Sarah Ralph 



Maria May Christmas (nee Stebbeings): See Maria May Stebbings (1888–1983) Maria died on 13 
October 1983, at the age of 94, and was buried in Carr Villa Memorial Park, Launceston. 
Frank Tasman Christmas: See Frank Christmas Family History & Historical Records - MyHeritage 

Sarah Alice Gilbert (nee Stebbeings): 
See Sarah Alice Stebbings (1886–1941) 
She died on 10 January 1941, in Youngtown, Tasmania, aged 
54, and was buried in Carr Villa Memorial Park, Launceston. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edith Annie Jacobson (nee Stebbeings):  
See Edith Annie Stebbeings (1890–1979) 
She died on 13 April 1979, in Launceston, 
Tasmania, aged 89, and was buried in Carr 
Villa Memorial Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headstone on grave of Frank 
Tasman Christmas at Carr Villa 
Memorial Park, Launceston. 

Headstone on grave of Sarah Alice Gilbert (nee Stebbeings) 
at Carr Villa Memorial Park, Launceston. 

Headstone on grave of Edith Annie Jacobson (nee 
Stebbeings) at Carr Villa Memorial Park, Launceston. 

Newspaper article about a fairly 
unique event for the matriarch of 

the family, Sarah Stebbeings – 4 
grandchildren baptised in the same 

ceremony at St. John’s Church in 
1947! 

See also further 2 photos next page. 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L16H-MTD/maria-may-stebbings-1888-1983
https://www.myheritage.com/names/frank_christmas
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L16H-ZHG/sarah-alice-stebbings-1886-1941
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L16H-MWC/edith-annie-stebbeings-1890-1979


1947 – Baptism of 4 grandchildren of Sarah Stebbeings at St. John’s Church 

 

 

 

 

Back row: Mrs Stebbeings (Margaret Dakin's mother), Merle Wilson (Margaret's sister) with Aileen, Marie Cartledge with Janet. 
Front row: Edith Nash (Margaret's sister) with Maureen, Janice Wilson (child - Margaret's niece), Grandma Sarah Stebbeings, Jean 

Gill (Margaret's sister) with Vivian 

Back: Mrs Gill (snr), Rex Gill, Grandma (Sarah) Stebbeings, George Gill, Mrs Wilson, Mrs Stebbeings (Margaret Dakin's mother) 
Front: Jean Gill with Vivian, Merle Wilson (Margaret's sister) with Aileen, Frances Gill with ?,  

Edith Nash (Margaret's sister) with Maureen, Marie Cartledge with Janet, Janice Wilson (Margaret's niece) 


