Some notes on the family of Herbert J. Stebbeings and Sarah Stebbeings (nee Ralph)

See also All Saints History Collection : Individual : Herbert J Stebbeings [P035]
and All Saints History Collection : Individual : Sarah Stebbeings (nee Ralph) [P036]
The content of these pages is copied here, but not the links to the memorial objects.

Herbert ) Stebbeings (1861-1941) was born on 16" July 1861 at Deloraine, son of James Stebbings, a
farmer, and Sarah Anne, formerly Dixon, who both arrived in Tasmania from England in July 1857.
Herbert was given a local education and worked for many years on his father's holding at Westbury.
On 27™ April 1885 he married Sarah Ralph, daughter of Thomas Farmer Vilder Ralph and Caroline,
formerly Stuart. The family moved to Launceston and lived a few years in White Street. About 1900
Herbert was appointed sexton at the Cypress Street Burial Ground, and when it was closed in 1905,
he became caretaker at Carr Villa Cemetery and moved to a cottage provided there. On the day of the
opening, the first funeral there took place, for which he dug the grave, and from that day until he
retired on 30" April 1936, he saw the interment of 10,303 persons. He also supervised the planting of
many shrubs, gardens and lawns about the cemetery. For many years, every Sunday, Herbert and
Sarah made the long journey on foot from Carr Villa to St. John's Church to attend service. Their
children were involved in the activities at St. John's and several of them married there. Herbert died on
19" April 1941 aged 79 and in his memory stained- glass window depicting 'The Good Shepherd' was
placed in the south ambulatory next to his wife’s memorial. A credence table was also given in

memory of Herbert. The inscriptions read:
Window - The Good Shepherd

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY OF

HERBERT JAMES STEBBINGS 1861 - 1941

Credence Table

"IN MEMORY OF HERBERT JAMES STEBBINGS 1861 — 1941

Sarah Stebbeings (nee Ralph) (1862 - 1954), grew up in Westbury before marrying Herbert James
Stebbeings in 1885 and moving to Launceston. Her husband was sexton at the Cypress Street Burial
Ground in Launceston, and later, caretaker at Carr Villa Cemetery.

Sarah was born on 27" June 1862 to Thomas Farmer Vilder Ralph and Caroline, formerly Stuart. Sarah
married Herbert Stebbings in 1885, and bore several children who later settled in Launceston.
Further information about her life can be found in the linked biography of her husband, Herbert
Stebbeings.

Sarah lived for thirteen years after her husband died and she died on 12" January 1954 aged 91. In her
memory a stained-glass window portraying 'St. Luke' was erected in the south ambulatory at St.

John's, inscribed:

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY OF
SARAH STEBBINGS 1862 -1954
THE GIFT OF HER CHILDREN

The following materials were kindly provided in 2026 by Margaret Dakin, granddaughter of Herbert and
Sarah Stebbeings.


https://resources.allsaints.network/histcoll/index.php/Detail/entities/P035
https://resources.allsaints.network/histcoll/index.php/Detail/entities/P036

Family of Herbert and Sarah
Stebbeings — circa 1910

from top:

Ralph Stebbeings (born 5 Feb 1904 at 33

Cypress St. Launceston)

Caroline (Frances), Mavis Cotton

Grandma (Sarah) Stebbeings,
Edith Jacobson, Grandpa
(Herbert) Stebbeings

Maria “Myra” Christmas, Herbert
Stebbeings, Sarah Gilbert

Carr Villa caretaker’s
house - home of
Herbert and Sarah
Stebbeings from 1905
(date uncertain) to 1936
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Recollections about some deaths in the Stebbeings family. Ralph Stebbeings — circa 1910

Marriage certificate — 15 Sept. 1915

Herbert Thomas Stebbeings b. 2 March
1893, son of Herbert and Sarah
Stebbeings, married Ida Emily Chugg,
daughter of William May Chugg and
Louisa Caroline Chugg (nee Frost) b. 14
June 1895.



War Casualty

Herbert William
Stebbeings, son of Herbert
Thomas Stebbeings and
grandson of Herbert and
Sarah, died 25" March
1944 on active service in
New Guinea.

A tragic death in the family —
Lindsay Franklin Stebbings
(17), son of Herbert Thomas
Stebbeings and Ida (nee
Chugg), died in a motorcycle
accident, 8" September 1944.

Westbury, for the grave of James
and Sarah Stebbeings, parents
of Herbert J. Stebbeings.

This house was a
residence of one of the

Stebbeings families. It was
moved, perhaps in the
1950s, to the adjoining
site, No. 3 Opossum Rd,

and seems to be still there
in 2026. At the time, the
Hobart Rd. site was being
cleared to build a service
station which was
demolished to allow
McDonalds to open their
first Launceston store in
the early 1990s.
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Work at Cemetery Praised
.+ by Aldermen

The splendld manner In which Carp

Villa Cemetery has been conducted by
Mr, u.‘sullbolnu since It was opon-

as
soxton. Much of
the credit for -the
present  beauliful
state of the
grounds was given
to  Mr. Stebbeings,
whd will nact

e new msextor. when
Mr. Stebbeings an appointment is
made,

Alderman A, W. Monds, chalrman of
the works committoe, moved—"That
Mr. Stobbelngs' resignation be actopt-
ed with regret from the date hls suc-

_appreciation placed on the min.
of the excellent service he has
as an employee of the cdun.
of 303 years; that the

o In respoct of long

service bo granted, and that he be
appointed -consultlng sexton from the
date mentioned for a perlod of 12

pervice the sum of £50" -
FoMr. Monds sald that all aldermen
Jolned  with him In volcing apprecin-

Stebbelngs had taken a great pride In
Carr and the manner In *which
R i been conducted was a great
«redit ‘to him. It would take time
for,the new sexton to acquire the ne-
cesmary knowledge, and Jt had been
_ wise to ask Mr. Stebbeings to
BE Shatien. Alfomsas

‘In B A J. F. Ockerby
sald that Mr. St ngs had  done

~work. Carr

“Villa had been ||

aplendid

k‘t’-m-s park. They could only
| . that the councll would be able
: a sexton who would main-
: high standard set by Mr.

! .A. Hollingsworth, and W
pdded similar tributes. The
{ (Aderman E. E. von Bibra)
Abat Mr. Stebbelugs work and
been appreciated not

' Examiner article:

s
consullant to thel

r wxn‘np“dmr: that a record |

months, and that he be pald for this |

g

ton . of Mr. Stebboings' work. Mr |

the councll, but by the mihlle |

Retirement of
Herbert Stebbeings
- 30" April 1936

Funeral notice:
Lindsay Franklin Stebbeings
Died 8th Sept. 1946
See above for details
of his accidental death
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} FUNERALS
MR, L. F, STEDBEINGS

The funeral of Mr, Lindsay Franke
llnl.tm at Carr Villa Ceme-

J aflerncon wes at-
tend: I’az n large gathering of rela-
tives, I and mates from
Jacksona lockworks,

to the graveside, '
Capiain . M. ewin, of the
Church Army, ucted the sors
vices at the home and graveside.

Chief mourners were Mr, and Mra,
n T m.u-aa:- (father and
molher), Mra, 1L Stebbeinga (grand-
mother), Mosars, , David, Lioyd
or Stebbeings (Lrothers)

A (uncles
aunis), Mesars, C. and Erle Chugg
(uncies), -

Pallbearers wore Mesara, K. Scolt,
R. Atlley, D, Whyman and A. Dut-
ler ( mates (rom Jacksons lock-
works). 1

Carriers wera Mersrs, M, Wilson,
mmmn.v.omuwuwu

Among the many floral tribules
were thosa from the' Young Town
Assoctlation,

Funeral ArTangeInents were eare
rled out by C. T, Finney and Sons.
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The Lord hath made known

His salvation. 4

Oh, swhat a glorioss plam,
How suited to our need; -
The grace that saves poor ruined

man,
13 wonderful indeed.
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Obituary:
William Jacobson — husband of
Edith (nee Stebbeings)
Died 16™ August 1949
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o daughter), Mrs J. Ste)
. Mrs. . Sleb=.
be (mother-in-law), - Messts.
and Arthur Jasobson

corge Stebbeings ‘MJF

Prior, A, Crawford, A. Mann
T. Downey (RSL), Rex G
:l.‘.:ln. R. Rowlings and A. Fitz-

Funeral arrantements were |
C. T. Finney and Sons, bae




Herbert Stebbeings and Sarah
Ralph were married on Monday
the 27t of April 1885 at St
Andrews Church in Westbury.

Sarah’s dress is exhibited here. § \

Sarah’s wedding dress was 1
donated by the family of Elvie ,
Merle Wilson (nee Stebbeings). &

14 Al /

Herbert Thomas Stebbeings
built the family residence at 420

. . Above:
Albove.: The Stebbeings on Hobar.t Road, FI_'ankhn Vlllage’ Sarah’s
their 50th wedding anniversary opposite Franklin House. wedding dre

In 1935, Herbert and Sarah celebrated their 50" wedding anniversary.
This card may well for an exhibition, but no details are available to confirm this.
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1885 wedding certificate for Herbert James Stebbeings and Sarah Ralph

Herbert and

Sarah Stebbeings
at the family home,
420 Hobart Rd,
Youngtown,

circa 1938




Maria May Christmas (nee Stebbeings): See Maria May Stebbings (1888-1983) Maria died on 13
October 1983, at the age of 94, and was buried in Carr Villa Memorial Park, Launceston.
Frank Tasman Christmas: See Frank Christmas Family History & Historical Records - MyHeritage

Sarah Alice Gilbert (nee Stebbeings):

See Sarah Alice Stebbings (1886-1941)

She died on 10 January 1941, in Youngtown, Tasmania, aged
54, and was buried in Carr Villa Memorial Park, Launceston.

Headstone on grave of Frank
Tasman Christmas at Carr Villa
Memorial Park, Launceston.

Sy

Headstone on grave of Sarah Alice Gilbert (nee Ste‘bbeings)‘
at Carr Villa Memorial Park, Launceston.

RETE. ‘\C” ;l;“\l‘i’)“f c ory of - Edith Annie Jacobson (nee Stebbeings):
ACOBSON See Edith Annie Stebbeings (1890-1979)
; Tosthvizan She died on 13 April 1979, in Launceston,
A To HE?,IRTER’V“{%L?., 1378 1979. Tasmania, aged 89, and was buried in Carr
Villa Memorial Park.

Headstone on grave of Edith Annie Jacobson (nee
Stebbeings) at Carr Villa Memorial Park, Launceston.

Newspaper article about a fairly
unique event for the matriarch of
the family, Sarah Stebbeings — 4
grandchildren baptised in the same
ceremony at St. John’s Church in
1947!

See also further 2 photos next page.



https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L16H-MTD/maria-may-stebbings-1888-1983
https://www.myheritage.com/names/frank_christmas
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L16H-ZHG/sarah-alice-stebbings-1886-1941
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/L16H-MWC/edith-annie-stebbeings-1890-1979

1947 - Baptism of 4 grandchildren of Sarah Stebbeings at St. John’s Church

Back row: Mrs Stebbeings (Margaret Dakin's mother), Merle Wilson (Margaret's sister) with Aileen, Marie Cartledge with Janet.
Front row: Edith Nash (Margaret's sister) with Maureen, Janice Wilson (child - Margaret's niece), Grandma Sarah Stebbeings, Jean
Gill (Margaret's sister) with Vivian

Back: Mrs Gill (snr), Rex Gill, Grandma (Sarah) Stebbeings, George Gill, Mrs Wilson, Mrs Stebbeings (Margaret Dakin's mother)
Front: Jean Gill with Vivian, Merle Wilson (Margaret's sister) with Aileen, Frances Gill with ?,
Edith Nash (Margaret's sister) with Maureen, Marie Cartledge with Janet, Janice Wilson (Margaret's niece)




