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A SUCCBESSFUL YHAR JUST ENDED.

The National Mutual Life Association
-of Australasia Limited,

THE OLDEST VICTORIAN MUTUAL OFFICE.
Head Office ; Corner Colling and Queen Streets, Melbourne.
__ Tasmanian Branch : 24 Elizabeth Street, Hobart,

District Ageney ; 99 Brisbane street, Launceston
Extract from 29th Annual Report (issued Decemper, 1898)—
”.T]_le amount of new business transacted during the year is
highly satisfactory ; the sumns assured, under new Policies
issued, exceeding, by nearly one hundred thousand pounds,
the sums assured by the Association in any one year since its
establishment. Compared with any previous year of the
history of the Association, that just closed shows a greater
accession of new members, a larger revenue, a. greaber
amount paid to members; and a -larger sum added to the
invested funds, which at the closz of the year amounted to
over Two Millions and Three-quarters.”
The National Mutual: A purely mutual office. Profits ave
divided equitably amongst the assured every three years,
The National Mutual : Assured lives entitled to free resi-
dence and free travelling all over the world.
The Wational Mutual: Policies that have been Two Years
in force earry Surrender Values.
The National Mutual : No policy can lapse so long ag its
surrender value is sufficient to pay ONE premium.
Annual Income, £480,000 ; Accumulated Funds, £2,800,000,

Y. A, WEYMOUTH, Resident Secretary.
Tasmanian Branch : 24 flizabeth Street, Hobart.
Assure Now ! You will never be accepted on better terms.

By appointment te His Huwcellency the Governor,
Viscount Gormanston, K.C.M.G.

WE SUPPLY
HGOOD GOODS, VERY ™"

Watches, Clocks, & Fewellery

Our JEWELLERY manufactured on the premises
is unsurpassed for finish and durability. Our WATCH
REPAIRS are done promptly and effectively, and give
satisfaction to all. We import Clocks, Watches, and
Jewellery divect from the factories. New goods arriving
by each mail weekly.

F. & W. STEWART,
WATCHMAKERS
Manutacturing Fewellers,

149 CHARLES S8TREET, LAUNCESTON

G. P. FITZGERALD & G0.'S

NEW ESTABLISHMENT

15

COLLINS STREET, HOBART,

Is THE

SHOW PLACE

OF ALL TASMANIA,

ALL GOODS AT CLOSEST
WHOLESALE QUOTATIONS
FOR PROMPT CASH ONLY,

ESTABLISHED 18460,

L FAIRTHORNE AND SON,

Dispensing and Famity Chemisis.

ST. JOHN STREET, LAUNCESTON.

PrysioraNs’ Prescriptions receive our most careful attention,

AgeNTs for all Patent Medicines of repute. DrUGEISTS

SUNDRIES.— Perfumery, Toilet Requisites, Indiarubber Goods,
and Elastic Stockings kept in great variefy.

AIR AND WATER BEDS FOR INVALIDS.

TOILET AND MEDICATED SOA4PS,

Photographic Goods and Chemicals. Homoopathic Medicines

{friend. No ashes! No dust!

b

is the best and cheapest fuel or light. . A good Gas Cooking Stove is the housekeeper’s best
No smoke! Incandescent Gaslight is the most economical .

artificisl Light in the world. For fulliinformation apply to

THE LAUNCESTON GAS COMPANY.

Printed and published by HENry BuTToN, at his office, 75 Patterson Street, Launceston, Tasmania, for the Proprietor,
ALFRED RicHARD BERESFORD, of St. John Street, Launceston.—November 23, 1890.
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W. T BEXY. & CO. L.TD.

Auctioneers and General Land, Stock, and Produce Salesmen,
CHARLES STREET, LAUNCESTON.

CONSUMPTION CARN BE
CURED.

181 Brunswick St., Frrzroy, Sept, 23, 1898,
To W. WERBER, Eso., Proprietor of Vitadatio,
Launceston, Tasmania,

Dear Sir,ﬁBelieving that this testimonial will be the means of
1ASpiring some poor sufferer with hope, and knowing it to be my
duty to let others know of the benefit I have received from your
medicine, 1 g]adly do so. On the 30th day of Novumher, 1894, T
was suddenly seized with a violent hemorrhage from the lungs ;
1 at once sought medical aid, and was obliged to remain perfectly
quiet, Two days after | had another bad attack of hemorrhage,
and this time g piece of my lung came away with the blood.
Once more, a fortnight later, [ had another attacl, and the doctor
held out no hope of my recovery. However, with slcf]fulattention.
I slowly recovered and went back to business. I often after that
time expectorated blood, but not in very large quantities . | would
feel well for a month or two, and then 1 would have another bad
turn [ wentto the doctor, who said [ must reduce my hoursof study.
A friend of mine ssked me to consult another doctor, who, after
examining me, said, “Mr Wylie, [ am very sorry for you ; you
are in consumption.’ He also ordered me away to Echuca. [
went away to Echuca, and the doctor who examined me said that
€ agreed with the other medical men, and that I was suffering
from consumption. 1 came home fron FEchuca, and a week after
I was seized with another violent hemerrhage, My father, who
who knew Mr. Paimer in New Zealand, and knew that Vitadatio

had cured him, wrote to me whilst in Echuca, telling me about
Your medicine. [ was very sceptical, and only laughed at the
1dea of a patent medicine doing me any good. However, I con-
sented to visit Mr Palmer, and did so directly he saw me he
said ““I can cure;” | laughed at him, and told him about my
health; and how long I had suffered. He said, “ Never mind, |
=an cure you, * and he persuaded me to take o bottle of Vitadatio
home with me. I had taken six bottles when I discontinued it,
I received great benefit from the contents of the six bottles, butas
soon as [ discontinued taking it I drifted back into a bad state of
health again. The hemorrhages came on and I was exceedingly
weak and ill. Mr. Palmer onge more urged me to try Vitadatio,
and to give it a fair trial, I consented, and started to take it
again. The result is all I could wish for . 1 can truly say 1 never
felt better I have increased in weight 14 pounds (one stone), and
my friends are unanimous in praise of Vitadatio, A reverend
friend of mine, speaking about me, said, ‘“Thanks to God and
Vitadatio, he is a perfect miracle,”  Another friend said to me
just a day or two ago, “ You never looked better in youor life.*! |
thank God that Mr, Palmer ever persuaded me to take the medi-
cine, and 1 do most strongly urge upon others to try your
marvellous remedy, Vitadatio, Ta show you how ill I have been,
I may mention just here that I have recéived over £80 from my
lodge, and on the 13th day of September (this year my doctor
declared me off the funds of my lodge, and said | was Gt to do
light work again, 1 nged hardly say that you are at perfect
liberty to make what use you like of this testimonial, —Believe me

to be, faithfully yours,
Arthur J. Wylie.

GEORGE BTREET BapTist CHURCH, Firzroy,

October (3, 1898. ¢

I have known Mr. A, ]. Wylie intimately'for the past three years,
and it affords me much pleasure in testifying to his high Christian
character. I regard him as one upon whose word I could place
the strictest reliance, and whose natural ardour of temperament
has developed into a fixed and permanent habit., His restoration
to health 1s little short of miraculous, knowing as I do how, for a
long time, his life seemed to hang upon the slenderest of threads,

Edward Isaac,
Minister of the above Chureh,

W. COOGAN & CO.

Are now manufacturing furniture at very low prices. Purchas-
ing from us you save the middleman’s profit.

Bamboo Curtain Poles, brass ends, rings and brackets,
4s. 6d. and 2s. 6d.

Single Bamboo Go-Carts from 25s.: Double Bamboo
Go-Carts from g5s.

Large Wicker Easy Chairs, 10s. 6d. and 125, 6d. ;
Wicker and Bamboo Tables, 75. and 10s. 6d.

Platform Rockers, 12s. od., 155, 178, 6d.: Wive
Mattresses, 1os. 6d. ; Wire Shakedowns, 15s. 6d.
and 125, 6d.

Bedsteads and Bedding.

We supply cheaper than any other house in the trade, using
only the best materials. Vou may rely on
getting good and clean bedding,
Austrian Chairs, Carpets, Linoleums, Floorcloths, Carpet
Squares. A new shipment just arrived, will be sold cheap.

Drawing Room, Suites, from 43 10s.; Dining Room
Suites, from £5 10s.; Parlour Suites, from £2 10s,
Children’s Adjustable Chairs, forming high chair, rocker,
and go-cart, 22s 6d., 27s. 6d., j0s., and 355.—very

good line.  Wardrobes, plate-glass door, £3 10s,
W. COOGAN & CO. do Turnery for the trade, repair,
and re-polish furniture. Mattresses re-made equal to new.
Housges furnished throughout on easy terms. Blackwood
Duchess Table and Marble Top Washstand, £210s, ; Leather
Sofas or Couches, 258.; Box Couches, 35s.; Cupboard
Dressers, 26s, 6d; Safes, 8s. 6d. ; Dining Tables, from 15s. ;
Sideboards, gos. ; Indian Clubs, 1s. per pair ; Bookcases, 70s.;
Clothes Baskets, Linen Baskets, Cradles, Wicker Prams,

very cheap.

SHOW ROOMS,

FACTORY

114 BRISBANE ST,
... CIMITIERE ST,

WHOLESALB] WANTED KNOWN [RETAIL
BATTEN'S BAZAAR.

Cheapest Houge in the City for China, Glass, and Earthen-
ware, Toys and Fancy Goods, Just opening, Fresh
Shipment of Wew Goods, all New Designg,

Address—CHARLES AND ELIZABETH STREETS,
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HENRY CANE, Manager, Hobart.

LOCAL MANAGEMENT.

THE SOUTH BRITISH FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE C(OMPANY.

i FFICE.
Losses PArp wITHOUT REFERENCE To Hrap O

WALTER S. BELL & CO., Agents, Launceston.
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(By Mrs. Gummage.)

OUR PARSONS.
(Continued.)

Part III,

SAID that I did not consider that

any of our parsons had been quite
satisfactory, but it is only to outsidfars
that I would dare to say such a thn}g
about Mr. Percgval. Everyone In
our parish would consider it treasqn.
To say that anything in Church affairs
is “like it was in Mr. Perceval's time”
is the highest possible praise in Ar-
cadia. And yet I suppose he was the
chief cause, though hardly to blame,
for the difficulties we have been in
ever since.

He was a tall, manly-looking young
fellow, not at all handsome, but his
face was always so full of interest
and sympathy with whatever you were
telling him that you soon came to
think it the pleasantest face in the
world. And then the energy he had!
Within three months he had started
cricket and debating clubs for the
boys and men, and a parish library
for us all; had visited every house in
the parish, even the secattered shep-
herds’ huts and the miners’ camp on
Ben Attow, where no clergyman had
ever gone before. Mr, Chester used
to painstakingly do his duty in visit-
ing us, but he always felt it was a duty,
certainly not a pleasure to him. We
were mever quite at ease during his
visity, and felt rather relieved when
they were over. Now, Mr. Perceval
would make himself at home with you
in five minutes, set you talking about
your nearest concerns, and listen asg if
your talk was the most interesting
possible, and as if he preferred your
company to any in the world. Whether
you were rich or poor it was all the
game. He seemed just as happy over
a meal of tea and damper in some
shepherd’s hut as at dinner at the
warden’s. There was no pretence

FRANK WALKER,

VICE-REGAL NURSERVMAN, SEEDS~
MAN, axp FLORIST,

Has for sale the Largest Stock of (lenuine
Plants, Trees, and Bulbs in the colony.
New Strawberry, ROYAL SOVEREIGN.

This splendid variety is by far the best all-
round Strawberry ever yet raised for size,
productiveness, flavour, and colour; and
proved itself in Tasmania, as in England, an
ideal variety. Should be grown by all

PRICES REDUCED for strong runners—
2s. 6d. per dozen; 9 dozen for 20s.

New Catalogue ready in April.

New Season’s Seeds now on hand.

SANDHILL, LAUNCESTON.

about it, either. He just had a most
wonderful gift of sympathy and taet.
I was a bit set against him at first,
because I thought the Chesters had
been badly treated, and I was jealous
of the favour shown to this “new
broom.” But, bless you, he got round
me in no time, and I was spon work-
ing as hard as anyone for the big
hazaar that was to be got up for the
church funds., It was the first bazaar
ever held in our parish, and was an
immense success. You see, there was
the charm of novelty about it; then,
times were good; and, lastly, Mr. Per-
ceval seemed able to put some of his
own enthusiasm and energy into the
laziest and most selfish people. So
everyone gave to the bazaar, everyone
came to it, and everyone bought from
it—even miserly old Peters went home
with an armful of cushions and vases.
Altogether, we made nearly £400 by
it. Mr. Perceval was delighted. He
scouted the idea of repairing our ugly
old barn of a church, and sent home
at once for designs for a new ome as
much as possible like the beautiful old
huilding where he had been curate in
England. He talked of having a
bazaar regularly every two years, and
wanted to start building a new Sun-
day-school and a reading and club
room at once, But the people all
cried out that the parsonage must come
first. We could not let our clergy-
man, with his delicate chest, live any
longer in that damp, draughty hole,
Mr. Perceval would not see this at all;
declared it did not matter what sort
of a place a bachelor lived in, and he
had~ set his heart on the school and
club-room. This roused a burst of
generosity in the parish. A con-
tractor was at once gent for to esti-
mate the cost of making the parson-
age habitable, and, though we pulled
long faces at the news that half of it
must be pulled down and that we must
find almost as much money as for a
new house, the people really came
forward well, and we were able to show
in a short time such a sum of ready

money and promises of annual sub-
geriptions as would pay for the par-
sonage in a very few years. We

started work for the next bazaar at
once, too, for we began to see We
should need all the money we could
possibly raise. The cehursh was turn-
ing out far more costly than we had
expected. Some of Mr. Perceval's
English friends had sent gifts—a very
handsome lectern and font; and the
rest of the interior fittings had to be
handsome to correspond. And then,
Mr. Perceval was so unbusinesslike;
that and over-sanguineness were his
faults. I hate to say anything about
them, but I must, in justice to his
successor, Still, I daresay all would
have gone well, in spite of the hard
times that followed, if he could have
gtayed with us. But, alas, he got a
bad attack of pneumonia next winter

through going in wet weather to hold
his monthly service at the mining
camp. It was a very serious illness,
and we hardly dared hope at one time
that he would recover; but through our
good care and nursing, as he declared,
he finally did. Hvery woman in the
parigsh wanted to help nurse him, and
all who were refused went home to {ry
and cook something that he might
fancy. Shepherds and miners walked
miles after their day’s work was done
to enguire after him,and there was not
room even in the new church for the
crowds who came to thanksgiving ser-
vice for his recovery. But unfortu-
nately the fatigue of that service made
shim worse again.
him off at once to a warmer climate,
declaring he must never spend a winter
here again; and his sister, who had
come over from Melbourne, took him
away before the week was out.

I said that Mr. Perceval was un-

businesslike—chiefly in the way of be- l
,.',

ing too trustful, I mean. He could
hardly be brought to believe that any-
one was not as honourable as himself.
Sometimes thig trustfulness made even
rogues ashamed to cheat him; but of
course there were other and worse
rogues who imposed on him., Among
thege was Tomking, the builder. He
had not been long in the township, but
we had already begun to suspect him
of not being quite straightforward,
and the churchwardens did not alto-
gether approve when Mr. Perceval told
them he had promised Tomking the
job of building BSunday-school and
club-room, because he thought they
should give -all the work they could
to a loecal man and good churchman.
The rascal! He had not bheen so
regular at church till there was talk

of all this building. However, Mr,
Perceval talked the churthwardens
aver, e was so full of energy. and

they were rather the reverse, and had
got into the way of leaving everything
in his hands; so they cautioned him
net to trust Tomkins too much, and

then troubled themselves no further. ”

The consequence was that Mr. Ashby,
our next rector, found that he used to
the full the chances which Mr. Perce-
val’'s illness, as well as his trustful-
ness, gave him to scamp hig work and
to cheat and overcharge in every pos-
sible way. Though this was elear
enough, unfortunately no dishonesty
could be proved against him, and
somehow the money had to be raised
to pay his enormous bills. Mr. Ashby
blamed the churchwardens for not
looking after the interests of the
church, and they resented his rebukes,
all the more perhaps because they felt
rather guilty, and did not exert them-
selves as much as they might to get
the church out of its difficulties.
Hogvever, we hoped great things of the
next bazaar; but, alas, it was a failure.
The Romanists had had one since our
last, and people were getting tired of

The doctor ordered -

F)

November 23, 18gg

THE

CHURCH MESSENGER.

87

hazaars. The outery against the
gambling evil, which has since become
so loud, had begun, too, and Mr. Ashty
forbade raffies. There was much
grumbling at this.

“What harm was there in rafiles?”
They were such fun, and brought in
more money than anything elge. But
when we were saying things like this
one day at the post office Mr. Joyce,
to our surprise, went dead against us.

“Why, you used to go in for raffles
yourself,” I said, “and give tickets for
the bride dolls to all the little girls!’

“Yes,” he replied, “and I don’t see
that I did wrong in going in for
rafiles, or Mr. Perceval in allowing
themp but lately people have begun to
see that the evil of gambling is in-
creasing fast, and how can the Church
speak out boldly against this gin if
people can accuse her of profiting by
anything akin to it? It is very fine
of the Protestant churches to give up
such an easy way of raising the money
they often sorely need, and I feel -ure
they will have their reward.”

‘Well, I hope they may, for the sacri-
fice is real enough. I am sure we lost
quite £100 by it, and all our expensive
goods were left on our hands.

Then came the V.D.L. Bank ecrash,
and everyone knows the bad times that
followed. All churches have suffered,
perhaps more than they should, be-
cause so many people always begin to
economise with church and charity;
but ours suffered more than most. I
have said that there was some ill-
feeling hetween Mr. Ashby and his
churchwardens, and, besides, he had
\made a bitter enemy of Tomkins. That
mean rasecal revenged himself by do-
ing all he could to set the people
against Mr. Ashby. He not only in-
vented slanders against him, but
twisted and added to things which Mr.
Ashby had really said, so as to make
them mean something that would an-
noy and irritate people. And, though
everyone knew well what a rogue he
was, they often half bélieved him, and
he succeeded in making no end of mis-
chief between pastor and people.

It was he who started the notion
that Mr. Ashby was “High Church.”
That is a name that causes uneasy
alarm in most country parishes, but
especially in ours. We have several
Scotch families in our chuich. They
attended it at first beeause there was
no FPresbyterian Church anywhere
near, and when at length a minister
from Glen Stuart attempted to start
one here they decided that he had new-
fangled Wesleyan ways, and stuck to
the English Church, Very good church-
people they are too—regular in atten-
dgm:ce‘ at all services, and liberal in
giving. But they are very suspicious
of anything new. Now Mr, Perceval
had introduced a good many novelties
both in worship and the furnishing
of the new church, but he had always

managed to gain the assent of even
the most prejudiced Scotchman. Hig
mother had been Scotch, and he made
the most of his Scots’ blood, and algo
he always took care to discuss any
change beforehand with the people
who were likely to object to it. B
pleases most people, but particularly
Seotchmen, if their clergyman will al-
low them to air their views and argue
a bit, so Mr. Perceval always got his
way in the end. For instance, when
Mr. Hay and Mr. M‘Leod saw the plan
of the new church, with crosses on
all the gables, they objected that it
looked just like a Roman Catholic
chureh. Mr. Pereceval suggested to
them that instead of saying “The Ro-
manists have so and so, therefore it
is bad,” it would be better to decide
first whether the thing were good or
bad in itself, and if good why should
the Romanists alone have it? “Surely,”
he said, “the cross means as much to
us as to the Romanigts.”” They both
agreed to this, and Mr. Hay even de-
cided to put a cross over his wife's
grave instead of the broken pillar he
had ordered.

_'T‘h-e-n, when Mr, Perceval's aunt sent
him a pair of altar vases, he asked all
the girls to arrange to take turns to
fill them every Sunday, and they were
850 pleased to do anything for him that
they soon talked round the few fathers
and mothers who objected to flowers
on the altar. But when Mr. Ashby
added two more vases and a crosyg he-
tween them there was much angry
talk about popery, and one churchwar-
-clqn resigned. Then came the gquarrel
with the choir about turning to the
east during the Creed, and then Mr,
Ashby did something else—1 forget
what, but it was trifling, T know—with-
out consulting his churchwardens, and
they all resigned. Such small things
to guarrel about, they seem now; but
there was always Tomlking in the bhack-
around, aggravating every difficulty, and
‘\41 Ashby grew more angry and rash,
while the people were suspicious and
regentful, The church hecame half

If you reguire a

NEW OVEN OR RANGE

or if your pregent one is out of repair,
or the

HOT WATER PIPES

are stuffed up, you can get them all
put right at

PETER BROS,

THE FOUNDRY,
WELLINGTON ROAD.

empty, the stipend dwindled away, and
at last the Bishop moved Mr. Ashby
to another parish, where there is no
Tomkins to misrepresent him, or carp-
ing people to say “This -was good
enough for Mr. Perceval, so it ought
to be for you,” and I hear he gets
on very well.

For twelve months we were left to
settle down under a quiet old clergy-
man who was about to retire on his
private means. Then we got a real
surprise, for who should come back to
ug but Master Paul Chester—Master
Paul, grown tall and manly, but with
the same, jolly, good-natured face try-
ing to look solemn under a clerical hat

“I am afraid my old pranks will
always be remembered against me, and
I'll nmever hayve much honour in my
own country,” he told us, “but I could
not resigt the chance of coming back
to dear old Arcadia.”

0Of courge I was very much pleased
to see him, and hear about Miss Fanny
and the rest; but I was not sure he
had not made a mistake in coming
here, or in being a clergyman at all.
I always thought he was cut out for
a soldier, and indeed I am afraid he
is far too fond of fighting still. Only
the other day he knocked down a tramp
whom he caught ill-using his wife, and
the tramp threatens to have him wup
at the police court, Dreadful for a
clergyman, isn’t it? Still, he certainly
gets on finely with the boys and men,
and the church begins to fill, so we
shall =es,

IN MEMORIAM.

HENRY BUXTON.,

N Friday, October 27, a sad acci-
dent occurred at Wilmot, an out-
station of the Sheffield parish. Mr.
Henry Buxton was killed by a falling
trele - while scrubbing. He leaves a
widow and nine children, the eldest of
whom is 15, besides a very large circle
of warm friends to mourn their loss.
The deceased was a native of Pilton,
Somersetshire, and came to the colony
about 16 years ago. He was well
known at Devonport, and came to the
Wilmot about five years since. He and
his family had many difficulties to con-
tend with in this mew settlement, but
met them with cheerful courage.
Thoroughly respected and trusted by
all who knew him as an upright, truth-

=pleaking man; he was always to the

fore in all matters of public interest
affecting the new settlement. His
earnest interest and self-gacrificing
energy were especially prominent in
connection with the school building,
which is used as a temporary church al
Wilmot, and the services held there.
The building itself contains much of
his own handiwork, given freely and
willingly, often at great inconvenience
to himself. As viear's warden he was
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always in his place at divine service, The sea being peculiarly calm for the appearance of passengers from tha
with most of the members of his first fortnight, our fears of early dis- deck and saloon.

family, occasionally acting as lay- asters are quelled, and endeavours are Troubles over, Coclombo lgoms into

reader, and wag a regular and devout
communicant. As guperintendent of
thie Sunday-school he worked faithfully
and devotedly. His unflinching loyalty
to the church of his baptism was con-
spicuous, and together with his out-
spokenness, if they now and then gave
offence to some, ylet most certainly
won the esteem and respect of all. His
was a simple, humble life, bravely and
truly lived in the faith and fear of God,
and many teel they are the better for
having known him.

The funeral, which took place on
Sunday, October 29, was very largely
attended. The first part of the service
was read in the church building, and
afterwards the mortal remains were
laid to rest in the recently opened
cemetery, where affectionate hands had
cleared a small space in the forest. The
univérgal sorrow of those who stood
by the grave, 'though robbhed of its
sting by the hope of the resurrection to
eternal life, wasg true and deep. A
gap has been left in the social life of
the district, and especially in the
church life of the parish, which will be
very hard to fill,

— .

A TRIP FROM ENGLAND
TO TASMANIA.

L BAVING Tilbury Docks on the 18th
of August, the R.M.S. Oroya once
more commences her voyage.

made to gain sea legs.

We spend many a happy hour in
vigiting the various ports, in seeing
costumes and customs of different na-
tions, making all realise that the home
land is indeed left behind.

The special places of interest in the
early parts of the voyage being “The
Church of Notre Dame.”” This is situ-
ated at the top of a high hill, to gain
which we ascend in the hydraulic lift,
and chtain a birdseyve view of the sur-
rounding country. At the next port,
Naples, we visit Mount Vesuvius and
Pompeii, and take from the former
some specimens of burning lava. We
also have an opportunity of seeing the
city to a good advantage illuminated at
nighit on the occasion of a festival.

We land for several hours at Port
Said, where the sight of “Coolies” in
their picturesque costumes are waiting
to coal the ship. Leaving them at their
work, we visit the eity, and caanot fail
to be struck with the quaintness of the
native shops, houses, and mosques. One
of these we enter with boots encased
in loose straw sandals. Regaining the
boat, and passing the Suez Canal by
night, we view the various search
lights, and coloured signals of passing
vessels,

The next few days we pass over in
a silence, more expressive than words,
and thig because the Red Sea is being
struggled through, only to suddenly
emerge into the tail end of a monsoon,
which causes a marked and sudden dis-

sight at three o’clock in the morning
Here, indeed, many days with advan-
tage may be spent in visiting the
numerous Buddhist’s Temples, Mount
Lavinia’s wild sea coast and rocks,
also the European quarter with its
“Museum,” Cinnamon Park, etc.

Very noticeable in the sivests of
Colombo are the little begegars, who
pursue ‘the vehicles in  bands. The
only remedy to be clear of them seems
to be an accidental and rather Iloud
“sneeze,” which brings the tormentors
to an abrupt standstill.

Previous to arriving at Albany we
spend 11 days without sighting land,
and the weather heing rough, amusing
snap-shots are taken of passengers
vainly endeavouring to promenade the
deck. Choir practices come to a fatal
end by the organist sliding from one
side of the seat to the other,

Our first walk in Australia
meonlight at Albany,
beautiful.

Before being allowed to land at Mel-
bournie all passengers are inspected by
the doctor. After this we take tours
to the cathedral, Houses of Parliament,
and nretty suburbs of St. Kilda and
Tooralk.

The day succeeding iz spent in the
difficulty of packing on hoard for de-
parture from the Oroya.

At Sydney the glorious view of the
harbour bursting upon our view with
churches, mountains, rocks, hills, in the
hackground fills us with a sense of the

is by
which is very
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beauty of the city to which we have
come.

The time we spend in visiting its
suburbs, lighthouse, and other places
of interest is not in vain,

The Blue Mountains, with their ever-
to-be-remembered grandeur of scenery,

bring realisation to our hearts cthat
God’s earth is very beautiful. So we
pags from Sydney to Launceston,

where 8o much kindness and hospi-
tality are shown, cheering and en-
couraging us in the object for which we
have come,

UBI CHRISTUS, IBI

ECCLESIA.

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE REV.
HUGH PRICE HUGHES, BX-PRE-
SBIDENT OF THE WESLEYAN
CONFERENCE.

I HE following letter by Canon

Hammond is being widely circu-

" lated and much discussied at the pre-

sent time:—

Dear Mr. Price Hughes,—I have just
read with much interest and profit your
sermon prached at the Ordination ser-
vice of Wesleyan ministers last week.
With much that you said, and said so
forcibly, I am thankful to find myself
in entire agreement. I may perhaps
be allowed to say that I rejoiced that
these young men ghould hawve had the
advantage of hearing such wise and
earnest counsels, and I hope and pray
that they may bhe used of God, as you
have been, to turn many to righteous-
ness.

But there is ome point, and it is a
vital poimt—vital for us as well as for
you—on which your reasoning has
seemed to me to be entirely-faulty and
inconclusive. You will not, I am sure,
think it unkind or impertinent of me to
say so, for I write in no captious or un-
friendly spirit; I write because the can-
did and impartial language which you
have used seems to invite criticism, and
leads me to believe that I am embrac-
ing an opportunity of serving the cause
of truth and peace in thus addressing
you.

Speaking of the Church, you con-
tended, ag you have often ‘done hefore,
though never, perhaps, on so marked or
solemn an occasion, that “the work of
John Wesley is now presented by the
largest Protestant church in the world,”
and—and this is the point—that the
Methodigt body is proved to be a true
Church by its piety and success. “In
the organisation of the Methodist
Church,” you observe, “sinners are con-
verted and saints edified. What otiher
evidence do you want?"” Or, as you
have expressed it still more forcibly
on ancther occasion, “By their fruits yve
shall know them. To say that a tree
which produces fruit is not a tree, or
that a woman who bears children is not
a mother, is not one whit more absurd

than to gay that the Methodist Church
which Christ blesges is not a Chureh.”

Will you permit me, as a brother inm,
Chrigt, and as zealous for the hononr
of Methodism, and as bound to “con-
tend for the faith once delivered,” io
point cut where your argument breaks
down—for it does break down. It will

‘not, I venture to say, bear examination.

Will you allow me, at any rate, to ex-
plain why this appeal to fruits on
which alone you rest your eclaim to
form a new ‘“Methodist Church” (I am
not aware that you have, or can have,
any other evidence) does not convince
Anglicans, and should not—and in the
long run, I believe, will not—satisfy
vou and your brother Mesthodists.

I hasten to say that I gladly and
thankfully acknowledge 'those fruits ot
righteousness, of which you speak, I
should be sorry, indeed, to deny or dis-
parage them. 1 have seen too much
of the saintly lives of certain Method-
ists, and I know teco well what a pro-
digious change the work of the Wesleys
has wrought in the religious life of this
and other ccuntries, to do anything of
the kind. But I say at the same time
that, were that piety and that success
a thousand times as great as they have
heen, they could never, by any possi-
bility, prove your point. You see in
them “the imprimatur" which “the
Head of the Christian Church has put
upon the Methodist Church.” We in-
sist that they are not, and never can
be, anything of the kind.

Now, I do not think it necessary to
discuss the question whether the good
work done by Methodists, or the bless-
ing which has fellowed it, proves them
to be members of the Chureh. ot
course, most of them are that by virtue
of their baptism. T sh®duld, however,
like to remind you in passing, first, that
devils were east out in our Lord’'s name
by one who wag no Christian—'""He fol-
loweth not with ug”—so that his suc-
cess did not prove hig churchmanship:
and, secondly, that devils were cast out
by Judas Iseariot, who, though an
Apostle, was himself a devil, so that
his efficiency did not establish his recti-
tude, any more than hig treachery dis-
proved his minigtry. “It is one of the
chief mysteries of the Kingdom of
God,” says a thinker of your own
school, “that unspiritual men can (o
spiritual worlks, and that devils can be
cast out in Christ’'s name by those
whom Christ knowg not.” I do not
press this point, however; I do not
even debate it, because you do not ad-
duce the fruits of Methodism to prove—
what no instructed churchman would
think of denying—that Methodists as a
class are members of the Catholie
Church, even if irregular or schis-
matical members. No, you anneal {o
those fruity to show—what they never
can show—first, that Methodists are
members of a new and “separate and
indenendent chureh;” and secondly that
“Methodist Preachers” are true and law-

fully appointed ministers of Christ;
vou cite them, in fact, to show that the
body which Wesley described as a
“private society,” and which up to 1892,
seven vears ago, was officially desig-
nated the “Wesleyan Methodist So-
ciety,” has by Jesus Christ Himself
heen constituted into a new and par-
ticular “Methodist Church.” This is
what you use them to prove, and this
is what, in the nature of things, they
never can prove. )

For if I allow, as I will do for the
sake of argument, that the many con-
verzions brought about by the ageney
of Methodists, prove such Methodists to
be members of the universal Church,
they certainly prove the presence and
working of the Holy Spirit, and that
Spirit generally acts in and through
the Churech, still, we are no nearer your
conclusion that such converzions imply
and proclaim a Methodist Church. This
is the startling result which you arrive
at, and it is one which dees not at all
follow—there ig a large hiatus in your
argument. It would be “absurd” for
us to say, though we never do say, that
the Methodist Church which Christ
blesses is not a “Church,” because that
form of gemtence hegs the whole gues-
tion: the very question at issue be-
tween us ig—"Is it a Chureh, or is it
a private Society within the Church?”
Well, we hold it to be the latter,and we
are persuaded that both Scripture and
history are on our side. DBut whether
that is s0 or not, one thing is eertain,
that the fruits no more prove the
“Church’ than they do the “Society”—
I 'mean that they agree with the latter
supposition just as well as with the
former. We cut the ground from under
your feet by ascribing the good that
has heen done, not to any new Church,
but to a new Society within the old
Church. This is quite as good an ac-
count of Methedist conversions as any
that you can give. Nay, it iz better,
for you will, T am sure, admit that it is
not Methodism, or any of its special
features, that have accomplished these
conversiong, these results which you
justly describe as ‘“‘supernatural”
“miraculous,” and “Diving”—it is
Christianity—it is the power ' of the
FEternal God, The field preaching and
the class meeting may have been vsed
by God for the comversion and edifica-
tion of souls, but that is all; thev could
themselves convert nobedy, All the
successes of Methodism, how many so-
ever they may have been, are due not
to the aceidents of an “ism,” or to any
new and superior Gospel, hut to the
old and everlasting “es<entials” of our
religion, i.e., to the forces behind it.
So that our answer to you is this—"The
tree which has borne these fruits is the
Christian tree; the mother of these
children is not the Methodist hnt the
Catholic Church. To ascribe them to
a Methodist tree is to glorify Wes-
leyans, at the expense of our Founder
and Master, Christ.”
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And here I must be allowed to Te-
mark that the familiar and often mis-
understood words which you cite from
8. Ignatius, summarised as “Ubi
Christus, ibi ecclesia,” no more serve
your purpose than your appeal to fruit
does: in fact, they are distinetly ad-
verse to your novel claim. This is
what he said— “Wheresoever the bishop
appears, there let the congregation be,
just as wheresoever Christ Jesus may
be, there is the Catholiec Chureh.” He
ig arguing, you will rememhber, against
all divisions, and to that end urges the
Hock to rally round the bishop, as the
centre of unity, just as the Church cen-
treg in Christ and gathers round Christ.
But to serve your turn, he should have
zaid the exact opposite of all this; he
should have argued, “Let the bishop
count for nothing; let the congregation
gather where they like, and choose
whom they will to minister to them, be-
cause, wheresoever you see the mind of
Christ or see good work done in His
name, there is not the Catholic Church
at all, but a new Methodist or Baptist
Church, as the case may be,” You
actually contradict his meaning; you
use his solemn warning against all
divisions to prove that a division has
been made in the Church by Christ
Himself, and that a new Methodist
Church now exists within the universal
Church. It ig, I must say, enough to
malce Tgnatins turn in his grave to see
his argument for Catholicity distorted
into omne for sectarianism.

And ought you not, permit me to
agk, before you instance Methodist
fruits—which are really Christian and
not Methodist at all—as proofs of a
Methodist Church ought vou not frs
to have produced s€ome evidence, some
text at least, to show that such an in-
stitution as a “Methodist Church,” or
even a Methedist branch of the Church.
one which owes its existence to a diver-
gence and a separation amongst Chris-
tiams, is covered by the teaching of
Holy Writ, or the provision of our Lord
and His Apostles.

Ought you not to have some Seripture
warrant, if only one, for your teaching
that men may leave the old Church if
they do not like it, or if they think it
superistitious, or lethargic, or un-
evangelical—leave it and get up an-
other, We affirm, and will gladly fur-
nish you with abundant evidence, if you
will do us the homour to study it. that
all separations, all denominations, all
“Churches of a sect or coterie” are
excluded alike by the spirit and the
letter of our religion. 1 do not argue
thie point now, becauge I would not be
wearisome to you; I content myself
with saying that before we can admit
that Methodist spirituality or Methodist
successeg—both of which we allow
prove a Methodist Church, we must
first have some evidence—s0 far We
h'ave had none—to lead us fo think that
a second and separatist Church, with
ganctuaries, and altars, and ministra-

WILLIAM OLDHAM,

tions, established side by side with the
historiec Church, the Church of (the
place or country, is possible or permis-
sible under Christianity, any more than
it was under the law. That old Church
has not ceased, in spite of its errors or
abuses, to be God's, and now ¥you ask
us to believe—you have repeatedly done
so—that ovr Lord Jesus Christ within
this or the last century, has estabiished
a rival organisation to compete with
His Church, and, ag often as not, to de-
nounce and oppose it.

And if their piety does not prove your
people to be migmbers of a new Church
or a new ‘‘branch,” still less does their
undoubted suceess show your able and
pious preachers to be ministers of
Christ, or of the Church. That many
of themi possess every qualification for
the ministry, and perhaps in a greater
degree than some of the clergy, we do
not deny: you yourself, I am very sure,
are in every way more fitted to be
Christ's Presbyter than T am. But this
is not the point. The point ir—
whether the blesging which has at-
tended the labours of Methodist
preachers proves them to be lawfully
appointeid ministers of the Church, to
say nothing of a new and independent
Christian Church. And it dees not, and
for these reasons. Firgt, the early
Tethodist preachers were confessedly
laymen—John Wesley says himsell,
“These preachers are not Ministery ™
Yet which of you has been more suc-
cessful than Nelson and Haime and
Olivers and Bramwell? Secondly, your
local preacherg are laymen; you vour-
self say that there is an essential dif-
ference between the minister and the
Taymen. And you will not deny that
God has granted His blessing to their
humble but earnest efforts: it is ne
seeret that some of them- have heen
more successful than some of the
itinerants. But if their sometinies
greater success does not prove them to
be clergy, why should the sometimes
legger success of the “travelling
preachers” establigh their commission?
The fact ig that, unless you are pre-
pared to say that every preacher who
has belen used of God to wins souls for
Christ, not only among yourselves, bhut
in the Church Army, the Salyaticn
Army, and the like, is thereby proved to
be no layman at all, but a clereyman,
vou cannot allege the fruit of your
labours, however copioug, as a proof
that Wegleyan ministers, however
gifted or learnmed, are ministers of the
Church.

And especially so when neither you
nor any communion in Christendom
recognises character or success as a
proof of a ministerial call and status.
You ask us to de it, but you never do
it yourselves. If a Lightfoot or a
Woestcott were to claim to be Weslevan
ministers, vou wounld straightaway dis-
allow the claim. And on what ground?
Not that they had not the necessary
qualifications. but that they had never
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lheen appointed in the Wesleyan way.
You would say at once that it was a
(uestion not of gifts or of successes,
but of due and orderly appointment.

But T must ask vou to bear with me
a little longer. [ inust point out to
you that you claim to be a Church on
the score of the Divine blessing vouch-
*safed to your labours, and on that
alone, lands vou in several hopeless
dilemmas. Tirst, you have to “un-
church” some of the Churches of God.
You often accuse Anglicans of ‘“un-
churching” you, whereas what Wwe
really do is to ‘“‘chureh” you. You
insist that you are members of a sec-
tarian or denominational Church, a
Church of yesterday; we insist that
you belong, like curgelves, to the
Catholic Churzh, the Church of the
ages. No, it is you who unchurch
men; you unchurch the Churches of
Sardis and Thyatira and Laodicea for
example, You say that the proofs of
a Church-state are piety and success.
But what piety had the Iunkewarm
Church of T.aodicea, which our Lord
threatens to “spue out of His mouth,”
to ghow? What Dbrilliant successes
had the Church of Sardis, which had
“a name to live and was dead?” Ac-
cording to vour theory, it is a mistake
to call them “Churchesg” at all.

But that is not all. You will also
have, if you are congistent, to ‘““Church”
societies which repudiate the name
and position of Churches. I will
take ons example, one out of many—
the Church Army. That has had an
origin .identical in all its essentials
with the origin of Methodism. It was
launched by a clergyman, it employs

s

lay preachers and field preachers; it -

bands its converts togsther; it has
had its share of persecution. Is it
then a Chureh, the “Church Church,”
and not an Army at all? But if
not, why not? Piety and success, ac-
cording to you, are proof of a new
Church, and certainly the Army has
these evidences in its favour.

Dut you are landed in a still greater
difficulty, and one from which ¢scape
appears to me to he impossible.  The
most successful pericd in all Metho-
dist history was the last decennium
of Wesley’s life. “The results,” says
Mr. Tyerman, “of the last ten years.
. . . . were more than double tha
united resnits of the forty years pre-
ceding."” In 1780 there were Iless
than 53,000 enrolled Methodists in the
world; by 1790 they had increased to
over 134,000. No subsequent period
can show a similar growth, At pre-
gent Methodism, as you know, barely
helds its ground. A few years ago
Mr. Percy Bunting described it as
“practically stagnant,” and I lecarn
from Mr. Posnett’s speech at the re-
cent Conference “that the increase of
the last ten years,” on a membership
of over 400,000, “was only 35,101.”
“The average increase,” he says, ‘‘for
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the last nine years has been 2500."
and this when every year some 17,000
children are born to your members.
Yet this increase, small ag it is in
comparison, is held to prove Yyvur
Society to be a Church. Then I ask
you, was it a Church in the year 17907
On its own showing, it was not. Why,
that is precisely the period when Wes-
ley was the most resolute against ali
separation, and when, as a matter ot
fact, there was no separation; therz
were practically no Methodist ger-
yices in Church hours, and the Metho-
dists, ag a class, still went to Church
for the Bacraments, You will pos-
gibly question this statement; then
perhaps you will aceept Mr, Wesley's.
1t was in 1789, in the course of the
“Korah” sermon, that he said, “I dare
not separate from the Church; I be-
lieve that it would be a sin so to do.”
It was of the Conference of that year
that he wrote, “The case of separation
from the Church was largely con-
gidered, and we were all unanimous
against it,” whilst in 1790 he testified,
“The Methodists in general are mem-
bers of the Church of England. They
hold all her doctrines, attend her ser-
vices, and partake of her Sacraments.”
You will hardly contend, in the teeth
of these proofsg, that Methodism was
then a “Church,” and still legs if you
recollect that the Comnference of 1793
protesgted that it “had no design or
desire of making the Societies into
separate Churches,” and that Benson,
ag late asg 1800, described 'the Metho-
digts as “‘consistent Church people.”
But if so, what becomes of your claim
to be a Church now, on the ground that
“sinmerg are converted and saints edi-
fied”’ amongst you? Was not that the
case, and in a more remarkable de-
gree, a century ago? If God blesses
your labours now, did He not more
abundantly bless them then? 1In fact,
it comes to this, that when the sic-
cess of the Society was greatest, it was
only a Society, and not a Church, and
now, when that success is unhappily
so much diminigshed, it is a Church,
and not a Society.

But you say, as you have repeatedly
said before, “We only make a similar
claim to that which Lord Halifax
made recently when the Pope denied
Anglican Orders.” That may be so,
but that does not prove either Lord
Halifax or yourselves to be right. He
may have made a mistake. I am in-
clined to hold with your own Pro-
fessor Beet—and perhaps this quotas
tion may be a set-off against his lord-
ship’s—that “the many complications
of the Christian life make the ap-
parent favour of God a very uncertain
standard of the truth of the doctrines”
—or, I may add, the Church claims,
which spring out of the doctrines—
“believed b~ those 01 whom he gniles.”
All the same, if you think Lord Hali-
fax's appeal to be on all fours with
yours, you greatly deceive yourself;
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they differ “toto coelo.” He appeals
to fruits to show that Anglicans are
members of the Church, and this, I
hold, is permissable, because it is or-
dinarily within the pale of the Church
that the Holy Ghost works; you, fo
prove that Christ has created the fol-
lowers of Wesley into a new Church.
Similarly, he alleges the fruits of our
ministry to show that our clergy are
bishops, priests, or deacons in the old
Churech; you instance Methodist vir-
tues and triumphs to prove that your
“preachers” (I do not use the word
invidiously; you have yourselves re-
minded us that that was their original
name) are Christ's ambassadors in a
new communion which Christ has
lately established. I think you will
allow that you draw from your appeal
very different and much larger con-
clusions than Lord Halifax ever con-
templated.

I have ventured, my dear Mr, Hughes,
to write these words, perhaps to use
“great plainness of speech,” though I
fervently hope I have said nothing to
wound you; it is the very last thing
I should wish to do—I have written
thus in the hope of inducing you and
others, in the great communion over
which you have presided, to reconsider
this portentious Church claim, I very
much doubt whéther so large a con-
tention has ever before heen made to
rest on so slender and precarious a
foundation. And I entreat you, for
the sake of our religion, which is at
present ‘“‘a house divided against it-
self”—1I observe that you speak of our
“accursed division’—I implore you to
give these arguments a fair and dis-
passionate hearing. If I have mis-
stated anything, or if any of my posi-
tions are unsound, I ghall be sincerely
grateful to you if you will shew me
where my error lies.

I propose to publish this letter, as
the matter is of public interest, but
not before next week, in the hope that
you will, of your charity, vouchsafe me

‘a reply.—Meanwhile, believe me to he,

with sincere respect and esteem, your
brother in Christ,

JOSEPH HAMMOND.,
Viearage, S. Austell, August, 1899.
— o

Why do so many clergymen, when
reading the firgt lesson on the seventh
Sunday after Trinity, sound the ‘“e"
in “threshing-floor,” ingtead of pro-
nounecing it “thrashing,” as they would
naturally in conversation. To speak
of “threshing" corn, or of giving a lad
“a good threshing,” would be deemed
a vulgarism by all educated people.
Why, therefore, should the rule be dis-
carded when reading Scripture? The
letter “e” is sounded like “a” in many
English words, as Hertford, Berkley,
Berkshire, Derby, Ke, ete. Threshing
ls the old way of spelling (in deference,
I presume, to the pronunciation) most
modern dictionaries have “thrashing.”

Established 35 years,
% the Governor, 192 and 247 York St., and 59 Wellington 1

« NOTES BY THE WAY.

(By Our Wandering Archdeacomn.)

Pthe beginning of Octoher I brought

to an end the three months’ work
which the Bizshop and the Synod gave
me to do this year in connection with
the General Church Fund,and the Local
Stipend Fund of the Diccese. An epi-
tome of results will be found in the
proceedings of the Diocesan Council—
to whom I duly reported myself at the
Qctober meeting—but some gemeral
notes of my journeyings may be of in-
terest. 1 started for my last trip in
the middle of August per “Mahinapua”
for Strahan, where I spent a day with
the Rev. W, H. and Mns. Edwardes, and
them went on with the former fo
(Queenstown. The good folk of Coppero-
polis have always treated me so kindly
on each yearly visit wsince I first
tramped over the site of the present big
town with that prince of peripatetic
parscns, the Rev. F. G. Copeland, in
1895, thalt it is a genuine pleasure for
one to be among them. On this last oc-
casion I was the guest of the Superin-
tending Engineer, Mr. H. Carus Drif-
field, at hiz pretty home on the monn-
tain side, and nothing could exceed the
hospitality and cordiality with which I
was treated. But Mr. Edwardes be-
sought me not to plead for the General
Church Fund, as a great effort was in
hand to clear off the £150 debt on 8.
Martin’s Church, and so help forward
the scheme for placing a clergyman in
regidence at Queenstown. As 1 knew
this project is one very elose to the
Bishop’s heart, 1 agreed to the proposal,
and though the 11 o'clock service saw
only a moderate congregation, the
church was filled to the doors for Even-
song, and a good collection resulted.
But on 'thel Monday evening I had per-
mission from Mr. Edwardes to hold one
of our lecture meetings, so I was able
to tell the Queenstonians about by
special misgion, and they gave me £3
178 for the Gemeral Fund, On Tuesday
we journeyed over the haulage line to
Gormangton, where the mine manager,
Mr. Tindsay Clark, and the ladies of
his household heartilv welcomed us, and
Mr. and Mrs. Emmett weére, as on a
former occasion, my kind host and
bostess for the night. The lecture
meeting drew 4 good avdience, and I
was so glad to hear that the Gorman-
ston people had more than met their
promiged contribution (which T ar-
ranged with them a year ago) to the
stipend fund. After an early celebra-
tion at Queenstown on S. Bartholo-
mew's Day, we were off to Strahan for
Evensong and $ermon that nizht. On
the following evening the large public
hall at Strahan looked quite full, when
a ‘“social,” excellently catered for by
Jacal churchwomen, was supplemented
by a lecturette from me; but the pro-
ceieds, by the decree of the parson in
charge, were annexed for local pur-

Special Appointment to His Excellency




92 THE CHURCH MESSENGER,

November 23, 18¢g

poses. The early train on Saturday
took me to Zeehan, and I confess to a
sigh of relief when I found that the
Rev. P. N. Hunter did not affect the ro-
mantic simplicity in living which I had
shared on the silver-field with Brother
Copeland. I made such a sorry figure
at bed-making and “washing-up’ in the
Rev. F. G. C’s Robinson Crusoe-like
abode, that I felt no regret at not being
called on to resume those domestic
duties. The aecting-rector of Zeehan
was “more noble'’ than his brother of
Queenstown, so the Sunday’s collec-
tions, £4, came to the General Church
Fund, and a lecture-meeting gave me
£3 10s more. It was also my pleasure
to consult a good deal with the goond
churchmen of Zeehan about the removal
of the present wooden church building
on to the site near the proposed brick
church, and as to the ways and means
for securing the erection of part of that
permanent structure. Wednesday morn-
ing found me up at 6 o'clock (I'm so
fond of early riging), that I might be
off at T by the Dundas tramline. From
the Williamsford terminus I had to
tramp it to Rosebery, and I can only
say I wish I took half the delight
which my episc-opal superior officer does
in trudging over “corduroyv’’ tracks io
the accompaniment of drizzling rain.
At Rosebery, Karlson’s Hotel had heen
appointed as my resting place, and the
good hostess and her hushand were
kindness personified, and only loolked
angry when I produced my purge and
offered payment. We had a meeting
on the Wednesday night, and I rejoiced
at persuading Miss Mace, of the State-
school, to begin a Sunday-school. Next
day the train took me to Burnie, where
I thoroughly enjoyed a night off duty
with the rector and his wife, and then
made my way to the hospital home of
the Archeadeacon of Launcegton, who
had fixed his Getteral Church Fund col-
lection for the following Sunday, with
the result that £11 odd came to the
diocesan coffers. The meeting at the
Mechanics’ Institute on the Monday
was not densely crowded, but I moon
forgot this dis.a.nporintment in the joy
of my start by the “Pateena” for Mel-
bourne, where I had a fortnight’s rest,
during which T lectured in the Cathe-
dral Chapter FHouse, addregsed two
men’s smoke socials, and preached six
sermons. My stay at Trinity Colleg

Melhourne, was a delightfully new Fx-
perience, and equally pleasant did 1
find it to be the guest for several days
of the Rev. Selwyn HMughes, at .
Peter’s Church House—the fore-runner,
let us hope, of an Oxford House move-
ment in the great capital of Viectoria,
The run over from Melbourne to Mmu
Bay in the “Penguin” helped
me to understand what the fu-
ture possibilities may be of the
traffic between Victorla and our
North-West Coast. T took up my
own work again in the Burnie parizh,
where a Bunday yielded £9 3s for the

General Church Fund, and two lectures
£5 more, Three days of the ensuing
weel were given to Ulverstone parish,
where I had an opportunity of seeing
how thoroughly that large district 1s
being covered by the Church, and then
the next Sunday found me at Devon-
port, which yielded the handsome sum
of £11 10s 8d in lhe Sunday oilerings,
and added £8 138 6d at the Monday
night mesling. Tuesday took me to
Latrobe as the guest of My, P. C. Max-
well, S.M., and the - eveming lectuie
Lealised £6 4s 8d, of which half came
to the Diocesan Fund. After Evensong
on Wednesday at Latrobe, I came on hy
Thursday's early train, and the same
night brought me back to New Town.
Looking back over the whole thice
months’ tour, it certainly seems to me
to have justified itself, and perhaps to
have shown the way in which in suc-
ceeding years something may be regu-
larly done to bring the eentral organi-
sation of the Diccewe into touch with
the parishes. My chief disappointment
was in the small number of individual
gsubscriptions which were given me; in-
deed had it not beemn for the five
£20 donations, contributed in response
o the suggestion of the good church-
man and his wife who gave the first
of these substantial subsecriptions, the
results of my work in this direction
would have been poor indeed. May T
make a final appeal? The Archdeacon
of Taunceston gave part of hig official
grant towards payment of my expenises
and my own grant has supplied the bal-
ance. The Rev. J. L. Clougher, my
much appreciated locum tenens at New
Town for two months of my absencs,
would not even be reimbursed for his
travelling, and 20 I am able to hand
over the total proceeds of subscriptions
and lectures to the General (‘nmci;
IMund, and the Guaranteg Fund 1
at last Synod has a substantial balane
towards any future organisation effort.
It will be seen that the total money
handed over by me to the THocezan
office amounts to €141 18s 7d. T very
much wish to malke this up to £150,
that is half of the #£300 required to
meet the estimated deficiency on the
clerical grants account for the year.
Will not nine churchfollks send me
£1 a piece to raise my total to the
wished for sum. The Bishop told the
Diocesan Counecil he had every hope
that Mrs. Montgomery’s labours among
the women and children would produce
the other £150 by the end of the year.

—e

Cheerful, healthy dispositions are
needed in the teachers of the primary
schools perhaps more urgently than in
any other department of the govern-
ment sgervice; and nothing more
quickly and surely conduces to irrita-
bility of temper than the nervous ten-
sion of the over-anxious temperament
continually kept under the whip of the
examiner and inspector.

NEW GUINEA MISSION.

Anglican Mission,
British New Guinea, Aug., 1899,

EAR MR, HUNTER,—Harly in the

month I am beginning to write to
you as one personally unknown to me,
but in sympathy with the work which I
am just beginning. I only arrived in
the midde of July. Miss Ker (of 5.
Peter's, Melbourne) was my travelling
companion, we had a large and varied
assortment of missionaries on board,
R.C., L.M.S., Wesleyan, and Lutheran.
My principal idea in coming out was
to minister to the white populaticn,
chiefly miners, for which work I
volunteered in answer to the Bishop’s
appeal in last January's mnumber of
Missionary Notes. I am afraid it will
be very difiicult to find a sufficiently
settled population for regular work
among the whites. At the time of
writing T am in Samarai, whither [
have returned after spending a few
days at Dogura, the head station. [
am waiting for a chance to get up to
the Mampare River to look round, and
on my return to report to the Bishep
as to the best mode of procedure. The
idea at present is that we should estab-
lish a native mizsion station, with one
priest, one layman, and two native
Chrigtians, from whence Lthe priest
could malke periodical visits to the gold-
fields. From time to time I will jot
down any itlems of interest which 1
may come across in this trin.

Tamata, Aug. 31.

Since writing the above 1 have been
on the Gira River gold-field, and had
a look round. I have come to the
conclusion that the time is not yet ripe
for the establishment of a purely white
mission as yet, the miners are not
numerous, they are much scattered,
and the majority of them are confirmed
in antagonism or indifference to re-
ligion, the population is also much too
fluctuating. The road to the gold-
field is a very rough one, walking is
the only mode of locomotion, and one’s
belengings have to be carried pick-a-
back by the natives. The distance is
legs than 20 miles from Tamata, and
yet most people take two: days to get
there, camping one night on the read.
This we did going out, but coming in
we managed it in ome day, starting
about 7.30 a.m., and arriving at our
destination at 5.30 p.m., with a two
hours’ rest at luncheon time. The
country is covered with a denge scrub,
the track is interlaced with roots, and
crossed at frequemt infervals by logs:

Mamhbare River,
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it is nearly always raining, and con-
sequently the track is almost invari-
ably muddy and exceedingly slippery,
and then the climbing up and down—
up and down all the way, hardly 100
vardg of level going on the whole
track. There is mothing sensational
in the way of gold-getting to report.
Tamata (situated on Tamata Creek,
which runs into the Mambare River
some miles from its mouth) consists
of three stores which are also drinking
shopg, and eating and lodging houses,
and the Governmemt station with a
Resident Magistrate and his assistant,
and some native police. While wait-
ing for a chance of returning to Dogura
I have been trying to get a few glean-
ings of the native language as spolen
on the river, and have also visited a
native village called Tlmi, on the river
below Tamata, and marked out a site
in its vieinity, which T shall advise the
Bishop to apply for as a mission sta-
tion, and I hepe shortly to return and
settle down to work among the natives
here, They are finely built, sturdy-
looking folks, and the young folles es-
pecially look as though romething
could be made ont of them. In past
Vears there has been a lot of trouble
with them in this vicinity, and seve-
ral white men lest their lives, the
most recent being a Mr. CGreen, who
was Resident Magistrate heve, This
has been more tham tevenged, and
things are much more guiet and peace-
ful now, although the (Hra natives are
sfill inelined to bhe fighteeuns, How-
aver, at TTmi we shall be only two miles
distant from the police camp, and*I do
not anticipate any trouble whatever.
T shall be guite glad to grt back into
civilisation again, when I rveach Do-
gara, as I hope to do in about a fort-
night's time. The moral tone of the
white population in these parts is very
low indeed, and I have not had a
rarticularly hanpy time.

With every good wish and pravers for
success in the efforts being made to in-
ercase the missionaty epirit in  the
church at heme, I am, yours very truly
in Our Blesszed Lord.

H W. MAYMON HINES.
=0 N el o

THE BROTHERHOOD OF
S. ANDREW.

Reports from the Chapters of the
Brotherhood of 8. Andrew for the
quarter ending the 30th. of Septem-
er, 1899.

HOLY TRINITY, HOBART.

A LTHOUGH the monthly meetings
= of this Chapter have been regu-
larly held during {h2 guarier now
under review, anrt no  abatement of
earnestness shown by membors, vet it
is a matter of regret that there has

been no sign of the enguirers men-
tioned in last report putting in an ap-
Dearance even as visitors. The matter
was discussed at the last meeting, and
the members present were urged to ex-
tend the sphere of the brotherhood by
prayer and energy, Owing to the re-
moval of one member to an adjeoining
parish, attendance at night school and
night duties, the average attendance is
reduced to 7, against 850 in the pre-
vious quarter,

Readings from S. Lukes Gospel have
been continued during this gquarter,
and explained by the clergy. Sunday-
school werk and Sunday evening ser-
vices at the Mission-room have had at-
tention, and several young men per-
suaded to attend churech.

Strangers entering the Church are re-
ceived by Brotherhood men and shown
to ¢onvenient seats.

Mission-room matters have not been
neglected, a silver medal has been pro-
mised to Raymond Roope for batting
during the past season. A meeting of
the Cricketing Club has also been held,
and a fresh start made for the coming
Season.

A. B, HADEN,

Director of the H.T. Chapter.

ALL SAINTS C.HAPTER HOBART.

The usual monthly meeting of this
Chapter has been regularly held during
the quarter. At the July meeting the
copies of the 8. Andrew's Cross and
Points of Brotherhood work were dis-
tributed, and have been found very
helpful in giving information about
Brotherhood work in other countries,
and suggestions as to work which
members of the Brotherhood might do
now. At our meeting in August we
were glad to welcome two visitors, and
the Rector had an opportunity of ex-
plaining to them the objects and work
of the Brotherhood, Last month one
probationer was admitted to full mem-
bership, and another has left the
parish, but hopes still to be able to
attend the meetings of this or one of
the other Chapters. We are going
through the Acts of the Apostles in our
Bible Readings, and have found the
teaching and information most help-
ful. At our future meetings we are
hoping to devote part of the time at
our disposal to the reading of a hook
on Church Higtory.

MAX. STEPHENS,
Hon. Sec.

5. JOHN THE BAFPTIST'S CHAPTER,
HOBART.

The usual fortnightly meetings have
been held during the past quarter, and
the average attendance of members
numbers four. Now that the warm
weather is coming on we are looking
forward to a good attendance of mem-
bers regularly.

Two new members have joined us,
bringing our total up to seven, and we
have one probationer, and hope to have
another one come in this month. Mr.
Brammall, who hag taken up Church
work at 8. John's, is also asgisting us
in the work of the Brotherhood.

Qur quota of 2s. per member for this
year has heen paid and forwarded to
the Secretary of the Brotherhood Dio-
cesan Couneil.

During one of the August meetings
the balance-sheet of moneys received
and paid by this Chapter since its for-
mation was read and accepted.

The attendance of Club members at
evening service once a month ig still
being carried out, and the attendance,
in spite of bad weather, has averaged
from 11 to 12 members this quarter.

(Signed) F. R. HONDERSON,
Hon. Sec.

e

NOoTES.

HI8 month the publication of the
“Messenger” has been delayed no
less Lhan the greater part of a week
owing to the unpunctuality of our many
correspondents. Had we gone to
pregs on the usual day, there wonld
have been hardly a “parish echo” in
the present issue. We have already
agked that all MSS. be sent to us never
later than the 14th of each month.
The matter for publication for the
future must positively reach us by
that date, or it will not go in. 1L
is now the 16th, and a large parcel
of letters hag just come, many of them
very lengthy omnes, for publication.
Numbers of complaints have again
reached us on account of the non-de-
livery of the “Messenger.” All we
can =ay is, that a most careful super-
vigion is exercised over the “postal”
department. We fear, in some cases
at least, the “Messenger” iz ‘kid-
napped” by the country carriers. It
hag certainly been regularly posted.
However, let us agk all who do not
receive their copy by the 25th of
each month, to gsend us a postcard at
once, and a duplicate will be sent. We
are unahle to write separate letters in
reply unless a stamp be sent, as the
whole year’s copies—12 1in all—are
given for the absurdly low sum of ons
shilling, post free. Individual articles
appearing from time to time, if bought
in pamphlet form, would cost that. We
whall be glad to get the names of fresh
subseribers. On receipt of a shilling’s
worth of stamps the “Messenger will be
delivered free for a year.

Ps. exxi. 6, The light of the moon is
s0 powerful in the east as to impair
the sight if the face be exposed to it
at night, (The “Bible Interpreter.””)
The rays of the eastern moon tradition-
ally, and with reagon, held to be noxi-
ous to the sleeper.—Barry.

SEPPELT’S South Australian Wines, 30s per dozen quarts.
... FERGUSON & CO., Agents, Hobart
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The following extracts will prove
that our own diocese is not the oply
one, nor our own church an exception
to the “Ritualistic hogey.” Both coms
from Scotland—one from the bosom of
the established church in that conntry,
the other from the Free Kirk:—

Of late years the meeting of the
General Assembly has been inavngu-
rated with a solemn public communion
in 8. Giles’ Cathedral (the scene, it
need scarcely be mentioned, of the
Jenny Geddes’ episode on the introduc-
tion of the Laudian Secottish Liturgy).
This communion service has now as-
gumed a liturgical form, printed and
cireculated amongsi the communicants.
It is not altogether surprising that this
departure from the traditional and
stiffer Presbyterianism has arouse_d
some suspicion and mizgiving, and this
year after the benediction had
been pronounced, the redoubtable
and dauntless champion of pure
Protestantism, Mr. Jacob Prim-
mer, made a solemn audible protest
against the innovation. For this ac-
tion, he was cited at the instance of
Principal Story and solemnly repri-
manded by the new moderator, Dr.
Pagan, Minister of Bothwell, “for a
gross breach of order and reverence.”
A section of the Assembly, led by Dr.
Cameron Lees of 8. Giles’ (who had
the best cavsse of grievance), counselled
a dignified silence, but he was outvoted,
with the result that Mr. Primmer him-
self, after scoring some minor points
in his defence, accepted the reprimand
“ag the greatest honour that could be
paid him.” And amongst many who
disagree with his general tactics there
is a prevalent feeling that he received
scant justice; that his censure, without
formal trial, was of very doubtful le-
gality; and certainly it will not check
but rather strengthen Mr. Primmer’s
determination to push at all hazards hig
anti-ritualistic campaign.

A memorial he presented on the sub-
ject of “Images” and Romanising prac-
tices was summarily disposed of with-
out any debate on the merits of his
allegation, and the appeal to the As-
sembly against the appointment to Go-
van of a disciple and protege of the late
Dr. John MacLeod, was rejected with
practical unanimity. The Assembly of
1899 only confirmed the impression,
that for ©practical purposes old-
fashioned Presbyterianism, in which
generations of Scotchmen have lived

and died, is moribund, and that for
good or for evil the immense majority
in the establishment are committed to
the very doctrinal and ceremonial
usages which their forefathers de-

nounced as “Popish and prelatical
abominations.” )
We gather from the “Christian

World” that there is a very decided
movement among the so-called follow-
ers of Wesley in the direction of Ritual-
ism. In a paragraph in that journal
it is stated that in a Wesleyan meeting-
house at Bedford there are all the fea-
tureg of a church—choir-stalls, railed-
off sanctuary, vested altar with orna-
ments, a large reredos, a lectern, and
many Crosses. The preacher is said
to change hig place during the service,
reading the Church Prayer Book from
hig stall, and the lessons from the
lectern, preaching from the pulpit, and
then placing the alms on the altar.
‘We are not surprised in the least, es-
pecially after the recent evidences of
a newly-developed taste for “man-mil-
linery” in the omce simple and una-
dorned Methodist sect. Indeed, we
fear that the taste is infecting a much
larger community, for we notice that
a large section of the Dissenting press

has been in ecstacies over Mr, Price
Hughes's get-up at the Prince of
Wales's levee. Glowing paragraphs
have dwelt with rapture upon Mr.
Hughes's knee-breeches, his shoe-

buckles, his casgock, and his gown—
that habit which a Spanish Ambassa-
dor once admiringly reported to be the
Dominican dress retained by the Eng-
lish clergy! Omne paper, we observed,
seemed to regret the fact that Mr.
‘Hughes was not further adorned with
lace ruffles, like those worn by the
Moderator of the Scottish Establish-
ment at Assembly time, the cost of
which ig said to be £60. We have
known ‘ritualistic” priests sent to
prison, with the approval of the Pro-
testant press, for wearing a vestment
which might have cost a couple -of
sovereigns, but it seems that, if only
you call yourself a Protestant, you
can indulge in sny amount of man-
millinery, from silver shoe-buckles and
knee-breeches up to costly ruffles, To
ug, however, with our simple, almost
Puritan, taste, this craze for persomnal
finery on the part of our Dissenting
brethren is nothing less than an alarm-
ing sign of the times, not to say the
thin end of the wedge.—"Church
Times."”

It will come as a surprise to many
people to learn how many personages
of the Continental Royal families have
contracted what are known as ‘‘morga-
natic” marriages—that is, marriages in
which neither child nor wife can bear
the title or acquire the rank of the
father or the husgband, although _the
marriage is legitimate. Of the reign-
ing House of Spain, the Princess Isa-
bella anad Josephine, grandaunts of the
present youthful King, eloped with th.e
men who subsequently became their
morganatic husbands, Princess Jose-
phine was living at Madrid, at the
Royal Palace, with her sister-in-law,
Queen Isabella, at the time she eloped
with a poet and jourmalist, who bad
gtarted in life as a reporter for a daily
newspaper in Havana. His story reads
almost like a fairy tale. He had become
infatuated with the daughter of a rich
Cuban planter, but his suit was op-
posed by the father of the girl in the
most contemptuous manner, He told
the lad that he was of far too low ori-
gin ever to dream of marrying his
daughter. Enraged beyond measure,
the young reporter exclaimed that he
would show people who he was by mar-
rying a princess.. He went to Madrid,
where, after meeting with many re-
huifs, and suffering want ard even hun-
ger, he finally succeeded in making a
name for himself as a poet and author.
Yeveral poems which he dedicated to
Princess Josephine sufficed to turn her
head. She made the poet’s acquaint-
ance, and they soon became enamoured
of one another. Finally they eloped
from_ Madrid, and, after a secret marri-
age at Valladolid, made their way to
Paris.

“A.M.,"” writing from a small village
in Kent, says:—“A very short sermon
was preached in our village church a
few years ago, my husband and myself,
with a few wvillagers, heing the only
persons present. The vicar from the
pulpit gave out the text: “And the third
day there was a marriage in Cana of
Galilee, and the Mother of Jesus. was
there.” He went on to say: ‘There are
many beautiful interpretations of this
portion of Scripture, but here it would
only be casting pearls before swine. He
that hath ears to hear let him hear.’
Then followed the blessing, and we left
the church. This is only one of the
sad and curious things we have wit-
nessed here; but I am thankful to say
there iz now a better state of things
in the church."—Parson Adams.
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At the annual speech-day at Chelten-
ham College recently, the prizes were
distributed by Bishop Mitehinson, Mas-
ter of Pembroke College, Oxford, who
appealed to the students to keep ath-
leties in their proper place. He was
shocked, he said, at the absolute devo-
tion to athletics at his own college,
where the prospect of getting their own
men in the University Eight was con-
sidered a far higher distinction than
getting double first. That was dis-
tinctly wrong. When a nation placed
physical enjoyment before culture of
mind it started on a down grade.
Muscles never ruled the world, but
mind did, and always would. The be-
setting sin of Oxford to-day was abso-
lute idleness. People did not care
about Dbeing ploughed, but rather
geemed to enjoy it. There was a screw
loose somewhere, for the rank and file
at the University gave themselved
wholly to play and not to work. The
battle of life, from peer down to peas-
ant, could not be a butterfiy existence.

Some little stir was recently made
by a statement of the Under-Secretary
of State for War as to the number of
recruits for the Army rejected through
defeclive teeth. A secientific writer in
the “Nineteenth Century” discussed 'he
whole question of young people’s teeth,
and comes to some rather disquieting
conclusions. He says that a rapid ten-
dency to decay hitherto unknown in
extent iz taking place in the teeth of
the children of the present generation.
That the diseage is agsgsuming alarming
proportions is painfully evident. But
for the ignorance prevailing as to the
important role filled by the teeth it
would be no less evidgent that if un-
checked it must result disastrously to
thousands. It strikes at the very foun-
dation of health by impairing and im-
peding the digestion. To preserve the
teeth of our children is, therefore, to
preserve thir health.

- E=E

It is only when energy is resisted
that'we can meagure it, or indeed bez-
come aware of it at ali—A. B. Walk-
ley.

The slightest sorrow for sin ig suffi-
cient, if it produce amendment;
greatest is insufficient, 1f it does not.—
C. C. Colton,

“Be ready always to give an answer
to every man that asketh you a reason

of the hope that is in you with meek-
ness and fear.”—I. Peter iii., 15.

the

CORRESPONDENCE.

The following correspondence came
to hand too late for last month's issue
—J0d SO

EVANGELICAL MISSION,
SHEFFIELD.

JOINT MISSION of the “Evangeli-
cal Churches” has been in pro-
gregs in Sheffield during the last week
or two. At one of the services M.
J. H. Stephens, known as the ‘‘singing
svangelist,” related an anecdote to il-
lustrate his address, which was con-
sidered by some of his hearers to he
offensive, He referred to words used
by cne who was described as a ‘‘minis-
ter not a hundred miles from Sheffield”
in conversalion. Though no religious
denomination wag explicitly referred to
it ‘was pretly evident that a clergyman
of the Church of England was intended.
This conclusion is confirmed by what
followed, namely, a correspondence be-
tween the vicar of the parish and Mr.
Stephens, which is given below. It
is scarcely necessary to state that this
correspondence was not entered upon
in any captious spirit. But it is a
well-known fact that statements of this
kind are not infrequently made, and,
inasmuch as they are vague, they are
extremely hard to meet and refute, Yet
they are sufficiently definite to cause
a considerable amount of harm. We
make no apology, therefore, for put-
ting before our readers this statement.
Comment is nesdless. We leave them

to draw the obvious conclusgion.

COPIES OF CORRESPONDENCE.

Thea Vicarage,
Sheffield,
October 16th, 1899.
Mr. J. H. Stephens.

Dear Sir,—I have been informed by
some who were present at your meet-
ing on the evening of the 12lh inst.,
that you made use on that occasion
of words that caused great offence, The
substance of your remarks, as reported
to me, wag as follows:—BSpeaking on
the subject of the passage 1. S. John,
i, 7, you referred to a conversation
alleged to have taken place between
a minister living at no great distancs
from Sheffield and a certain lady. The
lady in guestion had withdrawn her-
self from the religious body which the
minister represented—as she put i,

from his ‘“church.” He pointed out
that she could not or dared not leave
“the c¢hurch.” In reply she spoke of
the cleansging blood of Jesus. His re-
joinder was, “Don’t speak to me of
that,” or words to that effect.

The way in which this anecdote was
related by you tended to comvey the
impression that the minister in ques-
tion spoke slightingly of the precious
blood, or at least of its need or effi-
cacy for salvatiom.

The first part of this alleged conver-
sation (about the Church) would seem
to point to one of the clergy of the
Anglican Communion. If T am mis-
taken in this, and you can assure me
that the person you referred to was
not an Anglican clergyman, of course
I have no more to say. If, on the
other hand, the minister spoken of
was an Anglican clergyman, I think I
am justified in demanding the fullest
explanation, which you cannot in com-
mon courtesy and fairness refuse.

I know all the Anglican clergy in
this part of Tasmania well, and T am
positive that not one of them—indeed,
not one in the diocese—would speak
digparagingly of the price of our sal-
vation, or use any words to belittle
its need or efficacy.

You must surely be aware of the
gravity of the charge implied in your
remarks, and I feel sure you would not
bhayve used them unless you had the
power to fully substantiate them. That
yvou will do this, or else withdraw what
you said as publicly as the statement
was made, I cannot doubt. And T
most urgently request that you will
reply to this letter without any de-
lay, that no time may be lost in coun-
teracting the evil effects likely to en-
sue from your statement. Be sure thak
if, as I am inclined to believe, an Ang
lican clergyman has been referred to,
I shall not let the matter rest until
it has been probed to the bottom.

Yours faithfully,
(Bigned) JAMES 8. ROPHER.
Sheffield,
Oct, 18, 1899.
Rev. J. B. Roper.

Dear Sir,—I am in receipt of yours
of the 16th inst, with reference to cer-
tain statements made by me on the
evening of the 12th inst.

As I consider that my remarks did
not warrant the inference that the
clergyman referred to was necessarily

AUSTRALIAN MUTUAL PROVIDENT SOCIETY,

THHE OLDEST,

PERFECT SECURITY,

WEALTHIEST, AND
Accumulated Funds, £!5,000,000.

UNEQUALLED BONUSLS.

MOST PROSPEROUS AUSTRALIAN LIFE OFFICE
Annual Income, ower £2,000,000.

A BONUS EVERY YEAR.

Proposal Forms and all information may be oblained from any of the Society's Districi Offices or Agents.

Nopraery Disrricr OFFICE ;

Braxcm OFFIcE :

CavgroN Struer, LAvNceEston—dJ.
Evtzasern AvDp Corrins StrEETs, HoBART—CHARLES BOOTH, RESIDENT SECRETARY,

G. SHERWIN, DISTRIOT SECRETARY.
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a clergyman of the Anglican Commu-
nion, I see no reason why I should
furnish you with further particulars.

I can assure you that I did not in
any way refer to you.

That my remarks should have given
offence is a cause of regret to me, as
I had not any intention of hurting any-
one’s feelings,

I am, yours faithfully,

(Signed) J. H. STEPHENS.

The Vicarage,
Sheffield,
October 19th, 1899.
Mr. J. H. Stephens.

Dear Sir,—As your reply of yester-
day makes no reference to the correct-
ness or otherwise of the version of
the incident under discussion contain-d
in my letter, I conclude you admit its
correctness,

Your remarks did give occasion to
the inference that the “minister” re-
ferred to was a clergyman of the
Anglican Communion, and anyone ak
all conversant with the state of re-
ligion among us would, I believe, come
to this conclusion.

There is of course no legal reason
why vou should furnish the pertisvlars
I agked for, but there is the very
strongest moral reason. You mads re-
marks which most intelligent peonle
would understand to be a most serious
charge against a minister of Teligion—
one, therefere, whom people have bheen
accustomed to regard as a guide in
spiritual matters. The indefinite and
vague form in which those remarks
were cast is their worst feature. If
an Anglican clergyman was not in-
tended, then I maintain that the An~li-
can community is in the minds of most
of your hearers suffering under a most
undeserved stigma, which it is your
duty to remove. If an Anglican clergy-
man was intended an opportunity for
meeting what T believe to be a slander
should be given.

You surely cannot be ignorant of
-the terrible possible effects of the cir-
culation of such stories, how they in-
variably increase in the telling, engen-
der suspicinn, and create hopeless mis-
understanding.

I cannot bring myself to believe that
vour object in reciting this tale was
to score a party victory, while shelter-
ing yourself under its anonymous
character from the necessity of sub-

stantiating it. Such a course would
be unworthy of a gentleman, not to
say a Christian, such as I would be-
lieve you to be. For these foregoing
reasons, I trust you will not hesitate
to give me a plain answer to my gques-
tion: Were you referring to an Angli-
can clergyman? and if so, who was he?
It is neither manly nor English to
make accusations without giving ths
acgcused the .opportunity of meeting
them.

Yours faithfully,

(Signed) JAMES 3. ROPER.

Sheffield,
Oct. 19th, 1899.
Rev. J. 8. Roper.

Dear Sir,—Your letter of 19th inst.
received,

I refer you to my letter of yesterday
for my reply. I decline to hold any
further communication re this matter.

I am, yours, ete.,
(Signed) J. H. STEPHENS.

PRAYER FOR OUR SOLDIERS.

QIR,—At the present moment many
£ may be glad to use, with that is-
sned by the Bishop, with a slight alte-
ration a prayer issued during the Cri-
mean war by the then Bishop of Lon-
don, Dr. Bloomfield, Tt iz well known.

L. T. TARLETON.

“0 Almighty and most merciful God,
the I rotector of all that trust in Thee,
accept, we beseech Thee, our humble
intercegsions for our brethren, Thy
- geryants, nmow fighting the battles of
our country in South Africa. Protect
and defend them with Thine Almighty
POWer, Give them true courage in
danger, and mercifulness in victory. Be
pleaged, O Lord, to succour and relieve
the sick and wounded, and to bless the
means used for their recovery. Grant
that all they who fall in battle may
depart this life in the true faith of
Christ. Minister abundantly the con-
solations, of Thy Holy Spirit to the
fatherless children and widows, and to
all who are in serrow or anxiety;
and in Thine own good time restore
to all the nations of the world the
blessings of peace. Grant thig, O
Heavenly Father, for the sake of Thy
dear Somn, the Prince of Peace, our
Saviour Jesus Christ.”

PARISH ECHOES.
88. BIMON & JUDE, WOODBERRY
(Parish of D'Entrecasteaux,)

[« HIS charming little village, more
< familiar tomany asPeppermint Bay,
wag all astir on Saturday, October 28,
the feast of S.8. Simon and Jude, the
oceasion being the consecralion of the
chancel recently added to the church.

After the unpropitious weather pre-
vailing in the earlier part of the week,
a genial spring day came as a relief to
the many who had been anxious on this
score, and enabled a large number of
visitors to make the excursion from
Hcebart by the 5. Nubeena.

Before its recent vestoration and en-
largement the church had a:somewhat
cramped and dilapidated appearance,
with its extemporised chancel and ves-
try formed by a partition across the
east end. The space thus occupied has
been thrown into the nave, and a suit-
ably proportioned sanctuary extended
around the arch, on which is inseribed
in gothic letters, “The Lord is in His
haly temple.”

At the western extremity of the nave
an archway opens into a baptistery,
newly erected, the effect of which is
pleasing, as the eye rests upon the
quaint recess, having around its en-
france the charter of apostlie catholi-
city, “One Lord, One Faith, One Bap-
tism,”

By an alteration in the windows of
the nave their former squat appear-
ance is modified, leaving little to be de-
sired, except (he substitution at some
future time of more appropriate glaz-
ing, the present necessary “frosting”
offering too glaring a contrast to the
dark-red colour of the exterior paint-
ing,

The general effect of the chancel ar-
rangements elieited much admiration
from those present at the consecration.
Thanks to the generous donors, the
rector (Rev. C. Vaughan) was enabled
to furrish it with due regard to beauly
and dignity.
embroidered frontal of white silk, pre-
gented a chaste appearance, having on
the retable a cross of arum lilies and
vases of white flowers, which stood in
effective relief against a handsome dos-
gal of red tapestry and surmounted
with the ter sanctus in letters of gold.
On either side of the altar the wall i8
draped with green curtains to the
height of six or seven feet. An Ax-

LADIES REMEMBER THAT

YOU HAVE NOT TO PAY FQR
House in Launceston. Kindly give

U

LUDBROOK’S
LUDBROOK’S

ARE DIRECT IMPORTERS,

CASH BUYERS, CASH SELLERS,

ANY BAD DEBTS, and we can therefore sell CHEAPER than any other

us a trial, and you will be pleased.

E. ¢. LUDBROOK & (0., CORNER BRISBANE AND ST. JOHN STREETS, LAUNCESTON

The altar, with its richly €}
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minster carpet of harmoniousg eolouring

«€overs the approach to the Holy Table,
the margin on either side being i:talned
and varnished.

‘In the baptistery a new stone font has
been provided by special contributions
<ollected by Mrs. Poulett-Harris, who:ze
mind has been busy for some years past
with schemes for the restoration and

enlargement of the church, and to her.

indomitable perseverance the realisa-
tion of the project is chiefly due. Ze-
sides inaugurating the building fund
with a subscription of five guineas, she
has proved an energetic collector, And

for church needlework. Nor must we
forget the band of ladies who consti-
tuted “The Cliffs” working party, and
undertook generally the responsipilities

{ the sale of gifts: nor Messrs. Potter,
Wood, and cthers, who cheerfully
helped in many ways.

Zoon after the arrival of the Nubsena,
the Bishop, clergy and choir of Holy
Trinity, Hobart, repaired to the As-
sembly Hall, where they vested. Thsa
procession to the church, marshalled by
Mr. ¥. P. Bowden (choirmagter), comn-
gisted of 30 members of the Trinity
choir, the Revs. Canons Banks, Smith,

presided at the organ. The sermon by
the Dean was both practical and force<
ful, full of suggestions for the due ex-
pression of reverence, from the words
“My house shall be called the house of
prayer.” It is earnestly hoped that
his utterances may linger long in the
minds of those who heard them, and be
productive of appreciable results

To those familiar with the history om
the church in Woodbridge, it was at
once gratifying and touching to see the
alms collected by the senior church=
warden, Mr. Bdwards, now in his 89th
vear, and who, despite thie infirmities of

ARRIVAL AT THE LAUNCESTON WHARF OF THE TASMANIAN CONTINGENT FOR SOUTH AFRICA,

this seems to be the place for acknow-
ledging the assistance rendered by other
friends. To Mr. JohnW Grove thanks
are due for a donation Of five guineas,
and also for the following handsome
gifts, viz:—Altar-table, sanctuary ecar-
pet, Axminster kneeler for rails, brass
rods, etc., and linoleum for baptistery:
to Miss Poulett-Harris, for sanctuary
curtains; to the Rev. C. Vaughan for
dossal curtain; ‘pulpit, and Tectern fron-
tals, alms plate, and general decorative
worl; dnd:tol Mrs. Norman (Hobart)

and Finnis, the Ven. Archdeacon Whit-
ington, the Very Rev. the Dean, the
Rev. G. A. Stone (bearing pastoral
staff), and the Lord Bishop, and the
rector as acting-chaplain. The pro-
cession entered the church chanting
the 122nd Psalm, and the service used
was that appointed for similar occa-
sions, followed by choral matins, the
lessons being read by the Archdeacon
and Canon Finnis, and the anthem,
rendered with touching effect, being of
was glad.””  Miss Morris (Trinity) ably

age, and deafness, laments nothing
more than an occasional compulsory
absence from the services of his beloved
church. Many wished for the presence
of another identified with the earlier
ddys ‘of the little church, and for years
the paster beloved who, after his long
and homnourable career at the High
School, devoted his eventide and life
to voluntary ministrations amongst hig
neighbours. But “the old rector’” (as
he is familiarly called by his formeér
pupils) is' now dore oppressed with the
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weight of years, and unequal to public
appearances; yet in his invalid chair
he visited the church a day or two be-
fore its re-opening.

Service ended, the visitors repaired
to the Assembly Hall to satisfy cray-
ings which had become somewhat im-
perative, for the hour was late. The
catering, which was under the capable
management of Miss Turner, was done
ample justice to. Afterwards followed
the sale of gifts, opened by the Arch-
deacon in the unavoidable absence of
his Excellency the Administrator., Oc-
casion was taken by the rector to thank
ithe Dean for his impressive sermon,
and Mr. Bowden and the choir for their
valuable serviees. At six o’clock the
visitors embarked on their homeward
trip, and so an eventful day in the an-
nals of our small community came to
an end with ringing cheers from the
choir boys for Mr. Vaughan, the ladies
and “the tucker.”

BOTHWELL.
Y FRIENDS,—

The Bible teaches that in the
Churich there is wiork for all acecord-
ing to the talents of ability, time,
money, etc., given to us by God.

Chunch work, like all work and so-
cieties, cannot be carried on without
money.

I think that on the whole the pre-
sent year has not been a bad one for
us; plenty of work, rabbit skins, and
wool a good price. Wihether the monev
received has been put to the best use
or not will, aceording to the Bible, have
to be answered some day. It is a fact
that cannot be demied that plenty of
money is often a curse instead of a
blessing to the possessor.

The rule laid down by God to the
Jews was one-tenth of their income
to be given to His service, -

In Malachi iii., 8-10, God accuses the
Jews of robbing Him, and promises to
give themy a blessing if they would
give him His dues. The same prin-
ciple is laid down in the New Testa-
ment (8. Matthew x., 1-10, I. Corin-
thians ix., 1-14, etec.).

The churehwardens want money
badly to carry on church work. There
is nearly £5 debt on the stipend fund,
and a large debt on the church build-
ing, and the roof needs repairing.
Whatever might be said aghinst the
building of the chureh, it is built, and
must be paid for.

God ingtructed Moges to build a
cogtly temt for His worship. After-
wards 1t was replaced by a costly and
beautiful temple. Should we Chris-
tians give God less?

Clergymen are often accused of ‘‘al-
ways begging.” 1 am on a different
footing. Rightly, clergymen do live
by their office. Instead of receiving
anything in the way of momey to pay
me for labour, T have to pay out for
stamps, stationery, ete,

I think I have to work as hand as
most men at my daily work for what
I get for it.

I thinlk sve shlould all support chunch
work according to our means. If we
cannot afford the larger coins, surely
we all can the smaller, Remember,
twelve pennies make one shilling, and
when it comes to a well-dressed con-
gregation (and the people of Bothwell
dio dress very well) averaging one
penny or two pennies each for an of-
fertory, it seems rather omne-sided,

when ome shilling to five shillings will
be given for a concert or dance.

My friends, let us give God His due
of service and money. The other day
a, visiting gentleman promised £5
towards church debt if ten others would
each give £5. To some £5 is not
much to give to races, ete. To sum
up, we all owe our Maker His dues,
and what of our Redeemer?

THE TREASURER WARDEN.

BRIGHTON-CUM-KEMPTON.

R. SUTER, who had the contract

for the conversion of an old cot-
tage into a parish room, has finighed
his work, and we hope in a short time
to have the opening ceremony. It will,
we feel sure, supply a long-felt want.

The contract for the Bagdad Church
has been gained by Mr. H. Bantick.
Work is expected to be commenced very
shortly, and the building will be erected
under the supervision of Mr. A. Walker,
architect, whose plans for the church'
have been adopted.

Our fair at Brighton is to take place
on November 29, when we hope to real-
ise a substantial sum.

The heavy strain of work thrown on
the rector, partly in consequence of
Richmond being so long without a
clergyman, proved too much for him,
and, acting under doctor’s orders, he
was forced to take a month’s rest. We
have to thank Rey. J. 5. Babington for
so kindly supplying the place of the
rector on more than one occasion, and
Archdeacon Whitington for arranging
for Mr. Babbington to get away,and also
Messrs. T. Westbrook and G. H. Bailey
for their cheerfully-given help in keep-
ing the services going.

THE MOST AND THE BEST FOR;YOUR MONEY.

F.W MOORE & co’s TASMANIAN

PRESERVES

OUR JAMS ARE MADE FROM SELECTED FRESHLY GATHERED FRUIT
- "AND THE FINEST CANE SUGAR PROCURABLE.

COMPARE THE. WEIGHT OF JAM IN OUR TINS WITH OTHER BRANDS
. “WE GIVE THE MOST AND THE VERY BEST. -

: IF YOUR GROCER DOES NOT KEEP IT WRITE TO TUS.
F. W. MOORE & C0., 1 MONTPELIER STREET, NEW WHARF, HOBART:
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QUEENSTOWN SPECIAL PAGE

Residents and those going to the West Coast will do well to deal with those advertising helow,

CRAW BROS. & CREED,

ORR STREET, QUEENSTOWN,

DIRECT IMPORTERS OF DRAPERY, CLOTHING, BOOTS, FURNISHINGS,
AND GENERAL MERCHANDISE.

“Absolutely the CHEAPEST AND BEST place for drapery; who supply direct
from the Manufacturer to the consumer. Inspection invited.

R. C. BROADBY, JNO. HUNNIFORD,

Please quote this Paper.

HARVEY'S HOTEL,

ORR-STREET, QUEENSTOWN,
Near the Railway Station,

Excellent Accommodation for Visitors.

RR- : i
4 g JER TS, THE BEST LIQUORS ONLY KEPT.
For Best Waterproof Boots. ORR-STREET, QUEENSTOWN. F. HARVEY, Proprietor.
Repairs Done, Best Goods.

MT. LYELL STANDARD

AND STRAHAN GAZETTR,
Published Daily.
Price, One Penny.
R. Baston and Co., Proprietors, Orr-st.

H. A. LAMB,

Btock and Sharebroker, Land and Estate Agent,
Latest Quotations on Application,
ORR STREET, QUEENSTOWN, Next Harvey's Hotel.

R. URQUHART,

BUILDER AND CONTRACTOR,

Man wants but little here helow,
He wants that Little cheap.

Can get ANYTHING from
JAMES ROBERTSON, oRR STREET, QUEENSTOWN.

CALDER & HULL,

CUTTEN-STREET.,

QUEENSTOWN PHARMACY

THIE
PRESCRIPTIONS CAREFULLY

CASH PROVISION EMPORIUM

MADE UP,
The most approved Perfumes always Share and Insurance Brokers, ORR-STREET.
in stock. Mining and Commission Agents, Dairy FProduce,

J. D. M'FARLANE,
Pharmaeceutical Chemist.

IMPERIAL HOTEL

QUEENSTOWN (MOUNT LYELL),

Small Goods,

Poultry, ete.
W. WILSON.

QUEENSTOWN AND ZEEHMAN,

MADAME ALSTON,

TASMANIA. COSTUMIERE. H. TURNER,
The largest and most commodious and i
only brick hotel in Queenstown. W gt sk : BUTCHER. [ istimy

Accommodation for 100 Visitors. Walting Gowas

Ball Dresson: STICHT-STREET.
All rooms well ventilated

Banitation perfect J

: Baths, Sample Rooms . A. WHITE

- Attendant meets all trains X Primest Meat only kept.

el Y AUCTIONEER,

TERMS MODERATE,
PARER AND HIGGINS,

House, Land, and Estate Agent, and

Small Goods a speciality,
Propristors Produce Merchant.
MRS. KENNY, 3 JACK M. MOSS, WATCHMAKER
ORR-STRERT, QUEENSTOWN, Hairdresser and Tobacconist, A
The best ﬂlezlicfsisfiggs.Household o O.?R;TSTT.REET’ SEO. WHITI;iER_ISg)R?EET
BEDDING A SPECIALITY. Cleanlimf')sls)f)Sl i Cia:rtillci];ra.‘l Bai&]i'tention. Gold Buyer. :

T. L. HOOD’ ORR STREET, BOOKSELLER, STATIONER AND MUSICSELLER.

All the newest Books and Magazines arriving every mail
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JOHN BLUNDSTONE & SON,

BOOT MANUFACTURERS
: Axp IMPORTERS . ....
LEATHER Axp GRINDERY
WAREHOUSEMEN,

122 & 124 COLLINS 8T., HOBART.

A Large Stock of . . .
FURNISHING IRONMONGERY

SPECIAL INDUCEMENTS FOR CASH.

CHARLES DAYVIS,

WHOLESALE & RETAIL IRONMONGER
HiizAeeTH STREET, HOBART.

Platedware, Chinaware,
General Ironmongery,
Furnishing,
A SPECIALITY. , « x %

H. J. MARSH & CO.,

MURRAY AND COLLINS STREETS,
HOBART.

RISBY BROTHERS,

... TIMBER ...
... MERCHANTS ...

HOBART & STRARA

LIGHTHOUSE BUTTER. — This is
orte of the finest butters in Tasmania, and
is fasb surpassing all other brands.

SoLe Acent: E. C. ROGERS,
Perthshire House,
Wholesale and Retail Grocery Warchouse,

171 Liverpocl Street, Hobart.
Telephone 286.

HADLEY’S

ORIENT HOTEL,

MURRAY STREET,
HOBART.

HENRY

Saiomills and Timber ¥ard—

CLARK.

151 COLLINS STREET,

Telephone 149.

HOBART-

W.SALTER,

COsiCH BUILDEE,
124. Elizabeth Sireet; Hobart.

Established 1866.

Vehicles of every description made and repnired.

C. G. EADY,.
BUTCHER,

121 Liverpool Street, HOBART.

Families waited on for orders. Only firat
quality meat kept. Small goods a specialty.

TIMBER . . .

Of any description can be obtained
at lowest prices from

ERNEST T. CRISP,
Ma.cqua.ne Street, HOBART.

LR -

USE ONLY

MAGIC S0AP

Bamboo and & & Wicker Purniture and Eham

Invalid Carriages, efc.

Cradles, Tea Tables, and every description of
Basketware made on the premises.

BRIDGES -BROS,,

{By appointment to His Excellency,)
126 E1|za.beth Stree‘t, Hobart.

=§s ses

J. W. ABBOTT,

A Lotmneer,

COLLINS STREET,
Y "HOBAR
G AR

N. POOL,

Boot Importer and Manufacturer,
Supplies the Public direct from

his factory to their feet. y

91 and 148 Liverpool St., Hobart.

ALABASTINE .

For CEILINGS and WALLS. -

M. L. MOORHOUSE,

136 Collins Street, Hobart.

PASTINACA COFFEE

Highly recommended specific for
Asthma, ete. In 6d. and 1s. fins.

ROBERT WALEKER & Co.
The Emporium, HOBART.

BALATA BELTING
The Finest in the World.

Sole Ageni—

S. H. BURROWS,
103 Elizabeth Strcet, Hobark.-

ARTHUR ENTWISLE,

ENGRAVER,
76 Murray Streel, Hobwrt
Tate of 95 Collins Street.

Gold, Silver, and Metal Monagramg and Initials
piereced, engraved, and fixed to purses, =&
pocket books, hand bags, ete., ete.
Ingeriptions of any amount of lettering engraved
on presentations. Silver Shields made and
engraved, and fixed to cricket bats.

Badges of every description made for Clubs and
Societies.

Repairs of evesy description done.
Cotniry orders prompily attended to.

e e

To prevent mistakes, all letters and teles
ams should be addressed as wunder, and
ﬁ T Mr. Crisp, Tlmber Mm'oha,nt Hobart,.

FRED H. CRISP,

% BYeRey mMe:  WEATRY i
Timber Merchant

Wikt 2= .-3..“-. ;-q.'

Melvil e itreeg, ﬂg&QQT,

uo\l.

-0

November 23, 1899
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Absolutely Pure!

JONES

XL JAMS

Illcmuf(u:turcd in the Huon

Orchards.

'HAYWOOL ;

189 Elizabeth

WEDDING CAKES SUPFPFLIED

Branch Kstablishments—Murray Street and

Visitors from the country will find every convenlence for
Cafe, lower Hlizabeth Street. Hobart.

CATERER,
CcCoO PEFECI‘IO NER,

ETC.
Street, fIOBAR e

OF THE BEST DESCRIPTION
a4 Blizabetl Street.

their comfort at the Excelsior
Light Refreshments and Meals

obtainable at any hour of the day.

STABDB

BROS.

Builders £ General Contiractors, & Brick Manufacturers,

BEST LOCAL BRICKES IN

All kinds of general repairs executed with promptness.
IMuminating ~kylights, Floor Lights, and Pavement Lwhts
Office and Wm.hprs

Liguid for Damp Walls, ete.
Telephone 215,

THE MARKET.

Agents for Hyatt & Co.s
also Sezerelmey Stone

Collins Street West, HO BALT.

8. JOHN THE BAPTIRL'S, HOBART

HIS and next month we record the
marriages of several of our young
peonle. We are thankful to say that,
unlike most instances lately, most of
them continue to live in Hobart. The
Rector has tried to impress upon his
people on these occasions the Chris-
tian view of the Sacramental ordinance,
The bride accepts at her marriage all
the responsibilities and necessary sa-
erifices of the holy estate—maternity,
household management, friendliness to
new relaiives, and a host of other
duties. The growing spirit of rebel-
lion againgt duty and sacrifice, and the
devotion to & lower and more sensual
view of domestic life, is fraught with
danger to both Church and State, The
secular papers are naturally alarmed,
and write continually on the subject.
The remedy is to be found in insisting
on the Christion aspect of love; sacri-
fice, respongibility, duty, and service
lead to it. The other ends in loath-
ing, satiety, disgust, divorce. God
presents to us what Christ and the
martyrs died to win—the Christian
home,

On the afternoon of Tuesday, O tober
17, the concluding meeting of 8. John’s
Sewing Club was held. Mrs. David
Barclay, the president, arranged a tea
and entertainment, which was much
enjoyed by the members. Ten mothers
and many children availed themselves
of the invitation,

The meetings of this session started
on April b, and have been held without
intermission every Wednesday after-
noon. Mrs. Barcley has a determined
and earnest band of helpers, who have
asgisted materially in needle work,

-work in January next.

and, Sympatheticallm with goodwill
and advice to the mothers. At the
breal-up some fathers had been in-
vited, especially the father of the
parish; but unfortunately, or forti-
nately, the enjoyment of the better
halves was not marred, or increased,
by the pregent of the more Insignifi-
cant and smaller fractions of trousered
humanity. All credit is due to those
who have kept going successfully this
most important parochial organisation.

8. John's Association gave a reading
from Shakegpeare’s “Taming of the
Shrew,” which was well appreciated by
the members present; but the conclud-
ing item of the season, a concert by
8. George's choir, was cut off for the
present by the influenza scourge at-
tacking several of the singers.

The Council of the Guild of Perse-
verance has arranged for a. sale of
Contributions

will be thankfully received in coin,
material, or handicraft by the hon.
gecretary or by Mrs. Finnis. The

treasurer-churchwarden  reports an
overdraft of £86, which he would like
to see paid off before the close of the
year. Any subscriptions, in addition
to that for current expenses, towards
this purpose will be gratefully received
and acknowledged by the churchwar-
dens. Sickness, causing absence from
Sunday worship, works sad havoe
upon our finances. The advantages
of a free and open church are most
apparent and numerous, but the sick
and absent should remember that while
their seats are empty there is no of-
fering from them to help to defray
the expenses of keeping the church
open, lighted, clean, and in repair, to
say nothing of the salaries of the

clergyman and his helpers, The
churchwardens and the Parish Council
have carefully considered the Bishop's
pastoral inviting them to have a spe-
cial eollection for the cathedral chancel
fund. They expressed the feeling of
loyalty to the Bishop, and appreciated
to the full hisz earnest and devoted
labours for the strengthening of the
Church, but they felt that in their
present financial state it would not be
just to their creditors to increase their
liabilities. Notice will, however, be
given in church that worshippers may
have the opportunity of' contributing
through the collectors specially marked
offeringg for the Bishop’s fund,

The whole of the £50 per annum
allowed by the House of Mercy com-
mittee for the chaplain’s stipend is
paid to the churchwardens towards the
lay reader’s salary, thus leaving only
£20 to be provided by the parish.

A Jarger number of small offerings
is agked, for many who could afford
a penny let the bag pass at the Sunday
gervices.

The annual service for 8. Andrew’s
Brotherhood will be held oun or about 8.
Andrew’s Day, November 30. The new
dip