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Dear Friends,

Christmas is a time of illum?nation! It is a tlge wign o
pright lights are more in evidence than at any other ;mih
the year. This is even more noticable in countries w E 3
endure wintry conditions and'short hours of dagllght. . ve
our friends of the Jewish faith celebrate the "Feast o
Lights" about the same time as we celebrate Christmas.

St. John began his Gospel, not with the story of the birth of
Jesus but with a declaration about his existence from the

beginning of time. He also said that he was the source of
life and light. "In him was life, and that 1life waslthe
g#ignt of men." (St. John 1l: 4.) Later, after referring to
John the Baptist who appeared as a witness to Jesus, he said
of Christ, "The true light that gives light to every man was
coming into the world." (St. John 1l: 9.) On another
occasion, in his first letter, John said, "This is the

message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is
light: in him is no darkness at all." (I John 1: 5.)

In spite of all the lights of Christmas, we still live in a

dark world! It is dark because of the activity of Satan,
“the prince of darkness." It is dark because of our neglect
of God and our failure to trust him. It is dark because of

rising unemployment, broken political promises, misuse of our
environment, racial hatred, and sometimes because of our lack
of concern for those who for one reason or another dread the
Christmas season.

The real message -of Christmas breaks through the tinsel, the
toys and the temperature and illuminates every part of us.
Jesus Christ the author both of light and life has pierced
the gloom of the world and is willing to bestow these gifts
on us as individuals and groups. Only enlightened folk can
appropriate and appreciate the quality and quantity of life
that God offers us through his Son. Unless the Light of the
World is at home with us during this season and for all times,
we are stumbling in darkness.

ng we enjoy life at Christmas and the spectacular display of
lights, but may we enjoy most of all the prescence of Jesus
Christ who is both light and life.

The world was dark when Moses came;

A world of terror and fight:

But the pillar of fire lit the whole terrain, (>
And God was found in the night.

The world was dark when Jesus came;

A world of sorrow and war:

But the light of the star showed the way again,
And God was found in the straw.

The world was dark when the shepherds came;
A world of hunger and harm:

But the light of the glory of God shone the same,
And God was found in a barn.

Vera Joins with me

The world is dérk since Jesus came; : in wishing you all a
A place torn with envy and fear: Happy Christmas and a
But the light of world makes the pathway plain, Purposeful New Year.

And Christ is found to be here,
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MOTHERS® UNION

Thank you to all who supported our luncheon last month. Everyone had a most
enjoyable time at this, our last meeting for 1891. The setting was beautiful and
the meal delicious. A sum over $400 was raised for Clarendon Home, with a donation
of $20 added.

On ¥Yednesday 18" December at 10°30 am we will have our “Special Communion
Service". This will be followed by morning tea. Anyone requiring transport for this
happy occasion should contact Mrs Marj Easther — 31 5750,

A Happy Chriatmas to you all.

TWOMEN' S GUILD

The GARAGE SALE, MORNING TEA & CAKE STALL held at the Parish Centre last month
was a great success. Guild members extend their thanks to all who gave their
support. Funds raised will be our contribution this year to assist the Diocesan
Guild Project, the 'New Areas Ministry’.

MEI.ANTE MORRIS

Have you seen Melanie's new book entitled 'QUILLING'. This is a relatively unknown
but most pleasant art and this book will tell you all about it. A lovely Christmas
preesent.

TBOOTS " N* AlT."

The Scripture Union Bushwalking Club.
There is one walk left for this year: Saturday 7™ December — Mt Maurice - This is
an easy family walk. How about a group from S5t John's planning to join this
bushwalk? It is a very popular walk and very beautiful now with the Spring flowers.
Contact — Andrew Madden (003> 98 3315

NATIONAL YOUTH SYNOD
This is to remind you that the National Anglican Youth Synod will be held in
Hobart from 10™ to 17™ January 1992. Tasmania will have five delgates of whom Kynan
Edwards, Susan Pullar and Tanya Davidson are froom Launceston.
Would you please pray for the delegates and for their preparations to represent

the Diocese at this significant event. Tanya Davidson.
Ml 00 SSHEE s NOVEMBER' | REGISTER
SUNDAY 10™ DECEMBER BAPTISMS _
promptly at 10- 30am. Frederick Joseph Rainbird
J. Ball, W. Cowell, W. Donaldson, MARRIAGES
H. Griffiths, D. Hindrum, P. Phelps, . Shane Phillips & Heather Davey
J. Stevenson, M. Wing,D. Sheldrick, Anthony Speers & Leanne Barker
V. Murgatroyd. Peter Jones & Linda Cassidy

SUNDAY 12™ JANUARY 1992 Dean Crooks & Michelle Lg Fevre

promptly at 10' 30am. -
M. Janssen, D. Plumridge, A. Neale, —" CHRISTMAS —

J. Green/H. Pitt, R. Mansfield, "THE SAVIOUR'S BIRTH®
J. Roberts, J. Smith, L. Knowles,

M. Willson. l ¥ Christmas is a wonderful time,
! PLEASE DO NOT FORGET TO ARRANGE YOUR OWN When we remember the_B;rt§
SUBSTITUTE IF YOU CAN NOT ATTEND TO THIS Of our loving Saviour Divine;
IMPORTANT MINISTRY, SOME-ONE MAY RECEIVE As he lay in the'manger
THEIR LUNCH AT TEA-TIME IF YOU FORGET ! ) _ By his young mother's side

And Peace on Earth!'"
LA HUGHES 1377

She sang a lullaby,
While the Heavenly Host
In the bright starry sky

Sang "Glory to God in the Highest
g8 y i




