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CHANGE, GNGLICANS AND THE
ESSENTIALS OF FAITH

A very challenging seminar was held in the Parish Centre on 21st September under the able leadership of Canon Lance
Shilton. Those present were taken through the unchangeable nature of the Christian faith in the first session, in which the
second chapter of Paul’s letter to the church at Phillipi was used to illustrate the church’s call to unity, humility and
responsibility, and to investigate how to sort out the essentials from non-essentials subject to change in different social
circurnstances.

The context of change in the church was investigated further in the second session, with the various influences for change
touched upon: political, economic, technological, sociological, religious and moral. There are enormous pressures in each o
these areas affecting today’s church. A brief examination of the history of the Anglican church since the Reformation was
enough to highlight the fact that the church has been constantly subject to change, including revision of the services of
worship. Canon Shilton’s leaflet, “What it Means to be an Anglican”, was a focal point of the session. Copies are included in
the latest edition of our parish information folder, launched during this session, which contains a variety of information about
the life of the parish and its groups, as well as personal testimonies and a short historical background.

The third session was devoted to the potential for outreach and growth at St. John's, including examination of the special
opportunities presented by the nature of the parish as a city church, the potential for greater use of the media, an area i
which Canon Shilton has specialised, and the opportunities for outreach through caring. Revd. Dr. Philip Blake gave added

perspective to this, drawing on his widespread experience in chaplaincy ministry.

DISCUS OUPS: CITY CHURCHES... A CHALLENG o

At the beginning of the final session for the day, those present broke up into small groups to discuss the following questions.
Some of the responses were common to several of the groups.

1 In what ways do city churches differ from parish churches?
Do those who attend city churches have special obligations?

Responses:

* City churches tend to be less personal, more transitory and anonymous, and must establish ways of dealing with that.

* Parish boundaries can be a problem.. we tend to minister across them, but whatever the consequences, :
‘We have a responsibility to ALL comers.

{ * A city church like St. John's can still carry out many parish duties.

* There is potential for ministry to the Central Business District, and for further development of chaplaincies.
* There is potential for ministry to the city “establishment”... the members of council, leaders of business organisations &
* “Marginalised” people tend to gather in the city centre.. can we minister to them?
*
%

We should develop use of the media by having people ready to use the media.. trained and biblical!
There is always opportunity to minister arising from baptisms, marriages and funerals.

2. To what extent should Christians be involved in mass media controversial issues?
Is it right for Christians to argue about the Christian faith?

Responses:

% Involvement is our responsibility, so respond per above, and also: (a) Respond immediately but thoughtfully to
media questioning. (b) Beware of distortion by media (c) Don’t “overkill”... too many releases or too long! :
(d) Use the book “Ears to Hear, Eyes to See” (¢) Be co-operative with media .

* There is Toom for constructive, friendly disputation about the Christian Faith.

% It is healthy to examine and test one’s faith and viewpoints on specific issues as they arise. Following the Bible:
| (a) The aim should be to “build up the Body of Christ”. (b) Test the spirits! '

{ * Don't be a bad example in front of non-believers or new Christians.

* With non-Christians, it is legitimate to present beliefs and the evidence for the faith, and to demonstrate
the difference it has made in our lives. i

* Training is beneficial to do this most effectively.

. Can we learn from the idea of God as counsellor?
How can we best “come alongside” people today?

: Responses:
* Like Jesus, go where the people ARE!

e How to come alongside people?
ove
%ii??ﬁf?ﬁ * Look for opportunities in everyday life
Compassionate * Accept the prompting of the Holy Spirit
Forgiving * “Be careful how you listen!” to find their real needs
Non-judgemental * Meet people where they are at .
nor predjucided * Be prepared to step out in faith, and to “go the extra mile
Sincerity * Touch.. but appropriately, and not overdone
Sacrificial of time and talents * Use the talents you are given, and those of others
* Improve your skills where possible and appropriate




MO THERS® UNT ON

The |ast meeting for Ehis year will be held
on Wednesday 13~ November Members will meet

at St John's atb 1130 am. and proceed ko
'Sol omon House' Evandale for lunch ab 12

noon.

On Wednesday 18™ Oecember at 10- 30 am. we
will have our “"Special Communion Service”.
This will be followed by wmorning tea.
Anyone requiring transpork for Ehis happy
occasian should centack Mrs Marj Easther —
31 5750.

BLUIsH CHURCH ALD
SOCIET Y

Box-hol ders are requested ko bring Eheir
boxes for opening this month please in time
for Christmas. — Celia Hill 28 1877

ST JOHN' S WELFARE
. AUXILIARY

The next monthly meekti ng of the Auxiliary
will be held in Ehe Parish Centre on londay

1A™ Nopvember 1891 at 3 pm. Dur afbternoon
tea hastesses will be Mrs Doris Dicker and
Mrs Lyn Ikin.

On 20™ November make up a party of friends
for our special HMorning Tea, 10 am ko 12
noon in the Parish Centre, cost $3-00 each.
There will also be a well-stocked statl.

WOMEN" S GUILD
A GARAGE SALE, MORNING TEA & CAKE STALL

will be held at the Parish Centre on
Saturdey 167 November starkting a2t 8 am.
Guild members are urged Eto atkend this
special fund-raising funckion which wi i
enable us Eo assist the Diccesan Build
oject, kEhe "New fireas Ministry’ - We have

ol ready sent $500 for this and 2 further
%100 for Clarendon Home was sent recently.
The next meeting will be our final one for
the year on Thursday 21=* Ngvember in the
Parish Centre at 12 noon. A short meeling
will follow lunch. MNembers are asked to
bring an item of lioen suitable for use at
Poland Home as we have done in previous
years. lkems need not be brand-new but be
in good condi Eion.

FlEE SN TE FORRIS

Have uwou noticed MNelanie's broad smiles,
her inner ecxcitement btinged wikh a titkle
pride and the uy=sl!ow book she carries
around? The book is entibled "QUILLING' and
was wriltben by none okher Ethan MELANIE
MORRIS. Builling is a relatively unknoun
art but Melanie's book will tell

5 o you =ail
about it

.S, E. 'l

ST JOHN'S CHOIR HMEMBERS and friends
atkended a very pleasant 'country church
crawl® on Sunday afkernoon 20" UOctober,
wikh obther members of Ehe Royal S5chool
of Ehurch Music from northern Tasmania.

The afternoon was hosked
by Mr Craig Johnston, the
conductor was Mr John
firgyl e and accompani ed by
Mr Bill Pierce who played
the several organs at 5C
findrew' s Carrick, 5E
Mary' s Hagley, and Holy
Trinity (R.C.) =at
Westbury.

The singers Eested some Dld and neuw
musi c; including Chri skmas carol s,
| i stened to the charm and qual ity of the
organs and explored the churches and
their grounds.

It was a most enjoyable day and a
similar excursion is planned early next
year.

CONFIRMATION

We wel come into the congregation those
who were confirmed |ast month.Please
pray for those confirmed at 5t Icha's

| ask month and 1 nclude kEhis prager.

"Defend your servants Lord
Wikh all yeour heavenly grace;
Your ever presenkt help afford,
find guide us all our days.

Oefend your servants Lord
And guard us wikth your peace:
On us your Holy Spirik poured,
Our daily Erust increase.

Oefend your servankts Laord,
50 when our journey' s Ehrough,
be may obkain your great reward:
Your kingdaom share with you.
Philip C. Blake.
Thaose confirmed were;

MICHAEL BROWN, KATHRYN COOPER, KELLY

MOORE, HELEN GRIFFITHS, MARIE GRIFFITHS,
SUSAN UALLIS, ROBERT  JACKSON, MARY
BEASENT, IRENE CLARKE-WALKER, STEPHEN
EAST, CLAIRE LWALDORON, MEGBAN WAKEFIELD,

HAMILTON WAKEFIELD, MATTHEW BRAIN, MYLES
MUMFORD, STUARRT CAMERON, LINDA McCRER,
ELATN MANSSON.

e COrrE Harie

TOHN AaND  JOoAaN




TO THE CONGREGATION,

Some time ago someone told me he had left
5t Joha's because it was “unfriendly . 1
was rather Eaken aback, but since kEhen I
have tried to see oursel ves and the Ehings
we do Ehrough his eyes. 1 have come Eo the
concl usion bEhak there is same Eruth in his
accusation. Superficially friendly, uyes;
we welcome people, we invice them Eo
breakfast or kea/coffee:; we Ealk Eo Ehem.

Buk is khat enough? Do we even know each
other all that well? 0o we wank To?

I visited another church for a service
ance and was inviked hame Eo lunch wikth
one of bhe families. I gathered Ehat they
had some sork of hospibality roster bubt I
don't koow how ikt worked. Bub I skill
remember the warmth and friendliness af
khat home - ik meant a lok Eo me.

We have a large number of single people
at St John's - Students, singl es,
divorced, widowed etc. Should we Earget
Sunday lunch as a Eime when it is cost to
have an extra person or bwo without making
a great deal of extra effort? Or perhaps
organise some more Sunday after church
barbeques — Treval lyn Dam, Punch Bowl etc?

If you have any experience of hospiktality
rosters, or would like bto make any
comments or suggestions; would you mark
them 'Hospitalibty' and leave them at the
Parish Office as soon as possi bl e.

 TraininG
VANGELISM

TBOOTS " NS ALLT”

The Scripture Union Bushwal king Club
There are btwo walks left for this year:
Saturday 16™ Novembec — Lske Myrkle & ME
Ragonona - This is a medium to hard grade
event. '

Contack — Bary Fiktzallen (003) 31 1863

Geoff Pouwell (003 27 3355
Saturday 7= December - Mt Maurice — This
is an easy family walk. How about a group
from Sk John's planning ko join Ethis
bushuwal k? IE is a very popular walk and
very beautiful now wikh Ehe 3Spring
fl owers.

Conkact — Andreuw TMadden (003) 89 3315

SEPTEMBER REGISTER

BAPTISMS
Al lyse Marie Ful ton
Isobel fAlice Stokes
Natalie Clare Jones .

BURTALS

Edna Muriel Fenkon

MARRIABES

James Bik & Sharon Dennis

MEALS QN LWHEEL S

ey A0TH NOVEMBER

prompbEl g4 =2 10- 0am.
M. Janssen, 0. Plumridge, A. Neale,
J. Preece, R. Mansfieid, J. Roberts,
J. Smith, L. Knowles, M. Willson.

sunpaYy (8TH DECEMBER
prompbEl gy akE 10 O0am.
J. Ball, W. Cowell, W. Donaldson,
H. Briffiths, 0. Hindrum, P. Phelps,
J. Stevenson, M. Wing, 0. Sheldrick,
V. HMurgatrogd.

| DO NOT FORGET TO ARRANGE YOUR OUN
SUBSTITUTE IF YOU CAN NOT ATTEND TO THIS
IMPORTANT MINISTRY, SOME-ONE MAY RECEIVE
THEIR LUNCH AT TEA-TIME IF YOU FORBET !

COST

Pastor Bruce Spaulding

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
St John Street

Launceston 7250 Ph: (003) 31 5412

$20 per person

$35 for couple sharing the manual
$10 if you already own the manual

$15 each for 4 or more from one church,
registering together.

LAUNCESTON

Friday 22nd—Saturday 23rd November

Friday 7,30 p.m.—9.30 p.m.

St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Launceston-
Saturday 10 2.m.—12 noon, 1 p.m.—3 p.m.

St Andrew’s *‘Branch’’, St John Street, Launceston -




